
 
 

 

 

INDIVIDUAL MUSIC LESSONS - NOTES FOR PARENTS' GUIDANCE 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The benefits to pupils of music lessons are considerable, and lessons, whether instrumental or singing, develop skills 

that can enhance adult life.  Further enrichment is gained from being able to play and sing with others in 

ensembles.  The following notes are intended as a reference document to answer some of the more general queries 

parents often have; apology is made for its length, but as matters are quite complex we do ask that you take time to 

familiarise yourself with the contents.  NB “Instrument” and “playing” should also be taken as referring to 

“singing”.  Queries or other matters should, in the first instance, be directed to the Music Administrator 

(sd@ampleforth.org.uk) 

 

1. APPLICATIONS FOR LESSONS – For lessons beginning in September, application is strongly advised by 

the end of the preceding May to ensure availability.  You will be notified if your son or daughter needs to be 

on a waiting list due to demand.  Lessons last for 35' and parents may request longer or double lessons 

(desirable for Grade 7 and above). 

Students will be advised by their instrumental/voice teacher by email of the date, time and place of their first 

lesson.  The times of subsequent lessons will be displayed on notice boards in the New Music School, Old 

Music School and Big Passage, as appropriate. 

 

2. LESSON FOR STUDENTS ENTERING YEAR 9 – There is time within the school week for students in Year 

9 to learn an instrument and to practise.  Boarders are allocated practice time 4 - 5 times a week; most will be 

supervised.  Students who wish to take up a second instrument need to discuss this with their tutor before 

signing up for lessons so that room can be made to ensure fruitful study can be maintained; to do this a student 

may need to give up a non-core subject, though this would not prevent them from taking it up again at GCSE 

level if desired. 

 

3. ALLOCATION OF TEACHER – Students will be allocated to teachers dependent on availability and 

appropriateness.  A change of teacher is usually only considered in exceptional circumstances, after discussion 

with the Director of Music.  If a Visiting Music Teacher leaves the College, a new teacher will be appointed to 

take his or her place.  Parents will be kept informed and any queries should be directed to the Head of Faculty 

through the Administrator. 

 

4. NUMBER OF LESSONS – Lessons are timetabled on a weekly basis during the academic year with the aim to 

average 10 lessons each term. Exception is made for GCSE, AS and A2 candidates who will be normally 

timetabled for 5 lessons in the Summer Term.  Requests for additional lessons can be made at any time by 

parents written or email request to the Administrator.  These can then be arranged depending on teacher 

availability, and in consultation with houseparents/academic tutors to ensure that students are not 

overburdened.  In the Autumn Term, lessons usually begin during the second week of term. In the Lent and 

Summer Terms, lessons begin at the same time as academic lessons.  

 

5. BILLING FOR LESSONS 

a) The cost of lessons can be found on the fees sheet supplied by the Procurator's Department, and on the 

College Website. 

b) There is no charge for lessons for those students with Music Scholar status. 
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6. DISCONTINUATION – 10 lessons will be charged from the point of notification of discontinuing lessons.  

Written or email acknowledgement will be sent, and if you do not receive this please contact us. If a further 

term is due because of short notice, it is assumed the lessons will occur; however, ‘fees in lieu’ is possible and 

parents may write confirming lessons are not actually required. It should, however, be noted that with regard to 

new applications, it is expected that once lessons have begun, they will run for two terms unless a prior 

arrangement has been agreed. If a student wishes to discontinue for his/her final GCSE or AS/A2 examination 

term, the normal notice must be given; it should not be assumed that he/she will automatically stop at the end 

of the Lent Term.  Where lessons continue, specific arrangements for them must also be made with the teacher 

during the GCSE/AS/A2 Level period. 

 

7. ROTA/FIXED LESSONS – Students in Middle School, Years 9 - 11, receive lessons on a rota system whereby 

they miss a different academic lesson each week for the music lesson.  This is necessary to fit into the College 

timetable.  Although some parents initially express concern over this issue, it has not been the experience, here 

or elsewhere, that pupils suffer academically.  Students are expected to catch up with work covered in the class 

lesson, and do any prep set. Fixed lessons are normally only possible for 6th form students 

 

8. MUSIC PRACTICE – There is time within the school week for students in Year 9 -11 to practise.  Those 

wanting to learn two or more instruments may need space creating for them to achieve meaningful practice and 

this will need to be discussed with the individual student’s academic tutor. 

 

9. SHEET MUSIC – Teachers obtain music and other incidentals (percussion sticks, strings, rosin, reeds, etc.) 

required without reference to parents/guardians. However, parents are notified in advance of any item likely to 

exceed £30.00. If music arrives towards the end of a term, it may well not be charged until the following term. 

   

10. HIRE OF INSTRUMENTS – The College holds a stock of certain instruments available for hire, please 

contact the Administrator for the termly hire charge. Many parents welcome the opportunity for their children 

to begin lessons without the cost of buying or using a rental scheme.  However, parents are urged to see hiring 

as a temporary measure and to buy an instrument as soon as possible – ownership encourages progress and 

frees an instrument for others to hire. 

 

11. INSURANCE: SCHOOL INSTRUMENTS – Students are responsible for a College instrument’s continued 

good condition.  Normal wear and tear repairs are taken care of by the Music Department but damage through 

carelessness or accident is the responsibility of the parents.  It is suggested that parents’ personal insurance 

should be checked to cover this eventuality.  A College instrument may be taken abroad only with the 

permission of the Administrator and on the above understanding. 

 

12.  OWN INSTRUMENTS AND LOCKERS – The College insurance policy does not cover a student's own 

instrument brought onto College premises, even in the instrument locker, and therefore your own insurance 

policy should cover this.  It is always a good idea for you to make a note of make, model and serial number. 

 

13. INSTRUMENTS AT SCHOOL – When a student brings to College, or keeps at College, an instrument, it 

must be kept in a designated locker when not in use.  The College provides a padlock for the student's use, and 

the department keeps a second key. 

 

14. CHOIRS AND ENSEMBLES – Students are strongly encouraged to take part in these when an appropriate 

standard is reached.  Occasionally, some are reluctant to do this; however, the benefits of playing under 

specific direction and with others has inestimable benefit on progress and ability.  It is, however, expected that 



 
 

full and regular commitment will be given to these activities once undertaken. 

Students learning outside College are warmly encouraged to join a suitable ensemble or choir. 

 

15. MUSIC EXAMINATIONS – Students are normally entered for practical examinations by mutual agreement 

between themselves and their teachers when their standard is judged to be high enough.  The cost of the 

examination entry appears on the end of term account.  We reserve the right not to make an entry, even at 

parents’ or pupil’s request, if the teacher considers it ill advised.  Students learning instruments outside College 

are most welcome to take their examinations at Ampleforth.   The charge for these will appear on the end of 

term account.  Written details (to the Administrator) should include: Instrument and Grade entered; teacher’s 

name (with title); age of pupil and date of birth, and Grade 5 Theory Certificate (if applicable) if taking Grade 

6 practical or higher. Practical examination sessions take place in late November, early March and late June. 

If a student is unable to take an examination through illness or injury, a doctor’s certificate covering the day of 

the examination must be provided immediately.  A portion of the examination fee might then be recoverable, at 

the Board’s discretion.  There is no refund for any other absence.  If a student seems likely to fail the 

examination, the teacher may discuss with parents/guardians whether he/she should withdraw, but the final 

decision is with the parents. 

 

16. THEORY CLASSES - Grade 5 Theory classes and Aural classes for advanced grades are provided free of 

charge at extra-curricular times.  All students and especially those at the higher grades, are strongly encouraged 

to attend these well before their examination is taken.  These provide added benefit and support to that possible 

within timetabled lessons.  Higher grade lessons are frequently not long enough to cover everything in depth, 

and class aural or theory is a great benefit. 

For instrumental examinations, accompaniment and rehearsals are provided free of charge by instrumental 

teachers or other music staff.  The number and length of rehearsals will be dependent on the grade and the 

student's individual ability. 

It is not essential that a student take music examinations; some prefer to learn without this pressure. 

Please note that if Grade 5 Associated Board Theory has been passed, and a certificate is requested, the 

certificate itself should be submitted with the application, not a photocopy.  This will be returned when details 

are registered with us. 

 

17. CONCERTS – There are a large number of performing opportunities for the students, from House Informal 

Concerts to the large-scale College events.  Pupils of all abilities are encouraged to participate in relevant 

ensembles.  Further details are available from the Administrator. Parents are always welcome to attend. 

 

18. MASTERCLASSES are arranged from time to time some of which are free to students.  Where individual 

tuition is given a charge similar to that for an instrumental lesson is placed on the account. 

 

19. GCSE/AS/A2 MUSIC EXAMINATIONS – Instrumental teachers are often involved in preparing pupils for 

the Coursework sections.  For GCSE, solo and ensemble playing a standard equivalent to Grade 5 should 

secure a good mark in the Performing Section but the grade is not mandatory.  For AS/A2 specifications there 

is a practical unit which involves both ensemble and solo performance, and Grade 6 should be regarded as the 

minimum standard. 

 

20. SCHOLARSHIPS – Elevation to Honorary Music Scholar status may be granted to a student who displays 

continual progress at a high performance level, along with full commitment to activities and private practice.  

 

21. PARENTAL CONTACT – Instrumental teachers provide written reports at the same time as normal School 

reports. Parents are encouraged to keep in regular contact with teachers. 


