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You are shortly going to have to make provisional choices for GCSE subjects.  This booklet is intended to help
you with that choice.  The first section gives you general information about how options work and what
combinations of subjects are possible.  The second section gives brief details about each subject which may help
you to make your choices.  Please remember:

• Your Tutor will help and guide you in your choices
• Heads of Department will be happy to give you further information and to discuss your choices further
• You should discuss your ideas with your parents as soon as you can

In Year 9 you are doing a large number of subjects.  You could not possibly do all of those to GCSE level, as the
amount of work required would take too much time.  This year you have had a chance to see what the subjects
involve and how good you are at each.  For your future, between 8 and 11 good GCSE grades are far more
important than a greater number of less good grades.

Some of the subjects are compulsory; these are called the core subjects.  They are Christian Theology, English,
Mathematics and Science.  In addition you will have two Physical Education lessons and one Christian Living
lesson during every two week cycle; these are not examined.

Normally all students will also study a Modern Foreign Language to GCSE, but as there is a choice of which
language you choose, the languages are included in the options.  Of course, a number of students each year
choose to study two or more languages to GCSE. 

Christian Theology 6
English 7
Mathematics 7
Science 15
Christian Living 1
Physical Education 2
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There are four option blocks.  We expect the majority of our students to select one subject from each option
block listed below.  Some students may occasionally be allowed to leave one option block free because of
Learning Support or musical commitments.

Students are offered two possible pathways in IGCSE Science (for further details, see the science subject entry).
Those who would like to study separate IGCSEs in Biology, Chemistry and Physics should select ‘Extra Science’
in Option A below if not in the T1 science set. 

Extra Science Geography Art Art 
Geography German D&T D&T 
Greek History French Geography 
Music Spanish History Latin
Drama Latin Spanish History 
History Drama Computer Science Music 
French Computer Science GCSE PE

Your particular interests and strengths will determine your choice of option but there are a few basic rules:

• You should try to ensure that you have a good range of subjects and that the subjects you choose offer 
you a realistic chance of good to excellent GCSE grades.

• You should normally choose at least one Modern Language and if there is any possibility of you taking a 
Modern Language at A level, you should consider taking a second language as well.

• You need to decide which of the two pathways in Science is most appropriate to your current interests
and your plans for the Sixth Form and beyond.

• Any subject you think you might take at AS or A level, should be taken for GCSE if it is available.
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Most of the new GCSEs and IGCSEs have moved away from the A* - G grading system to a new nine point
numerical grading system.  These changes are explained below:

9, 8, 7 A*, A The proportion of students who would have achieved 
a grade of A or above in the old system should be 
about the same as the proportion who will achieve a 
grade 7 or above in the new system.  The top 20 per 
cent of those who get a grade 7 or above in each exam
will be awarded a grade 9.

6, 5, 4 B, C The proportion of students who would have achieved 
a grade of C or above in the old system should be 
about the same as the proportion who will achieve a 
grade 4 or above in the new system.  A grade 5 will be 
deemed a “good” pass.

3, 2, 1 D, E, F, G 

U U
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More detailed information on each subject is available on the Ampleforth College website. 

www.college.ampleforth.org.uk

The GCSE focuses on the Roman Catholic faith, and features philosophical and ethical themes surrounding
Catholicism.  It ensures that you have a variety of contemporary themes to explore and discuss.  We follow the
GCSE Religious Studies B syllabus, which can be found on the AQA website: www.aqa.org.uk.

The course has three sections: Catholic Christianity (50%), St Mark’s Gospel (25%) and Judaism (25%).  

Students will learn how Catholicism plays a fundamental role in society, and develop valuable, transferable skills
for further study.  Students will also undertake an in-depth textual study of St Mark’s Gospel.

Finally, students will study another religion.  Ampleforth has selected Judaism.  Study of another religion will help
students to nurture their values and attitudes towards other faiths.

Assessment is by two written examinations (Catholic Christianity and Perspectives on Faith) of 1 hour 45
minutes each.  The qualification will be graded on a nine-point scale: 1 to 9, where 9 is the best grade.

The English department follows the AQA English language GCSE syllabus and the CIE English literature IGCSE
syllabus.  Students will finish Year 11 with two English qualifications: a GCSE English Language qualification and
an IGCSE English Literature qualification.

The English Language syllabus is assessed by means of two written papers of 1 hour 45 minutes that test
students’ ability to read for explicit and implicit meanings, compare and contrast a range of literary fiction and
non-fiction texts written during the nineteenth century and later, and comment on the ways in which writers
generate meanings.  The papers also require students to produce imaginative, argumentative and discursive
writing in a variety of formats and for a range of audiences.  In addition to their written papers, students sit an
oral assessment comprising a brief presentation on a topic of interest and a short question and answer session
with an examiner.  Student performance on the oral assessment does not contribute towards the final GCSE
English Language grade but is reported on a separate five-point scale upon the final certificate.  A high-grade
English Language pass is a core admissions requirement of UK universities.
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The English Literature syllabus (0486) is examined by three papers: the first is called Poetry and Prose and is a
paper of 1 hour 30 minutes, requiring written answers to questions on texts from different genres of poetry
and prose.  The choice of texts includes poetry by Romantic, Victorian and modern poets and novels such as
The Secret River and Spies.

The second paper is Drama for which students study one of Shakespeare’s plays; the exam requires a 45-minute
written response to a choice of questions focused on a set extract from the play or a global essay question
considering the whole play.  In the third paper (1 hour and 15 minutes) candidates write an appreciation of
either an unseen poem or an extract from piece of prose fiction.

The teaching in preparation for both these syllabuses gives the students experience of a wide range of reading
in literary and non-literary texts.  Central to both the English Language and English Literature exams is the
ability to close-read and to understand how language and structure are employed by authors to generate
meanings.  These are essential skills that contribute to the students’ life-long use of language and their
proficiency as writers.

Useful web links include www.cie.org.uk and www.aqa.org.uk which contain more detailed information
concerning the relevant syllabuses.

In EAL students follow the IGCSE course.  In Year 10 you will prepare for and sit IGCSE Second Language
English, which includes reading, writing, speaking and listening units.  If you pass with a B grade or above (or
from 2017 a level 6-9 on the new marking scale), you will move forward in Year 11 to sit your IGCSE First
Language English.  Passing this exam gives you all the English Language qualifications you need to attend a UK
University and you will not need to take EAL as an option in your Sixth Form. 

If you do not pass IGCSE Second Language English in Year 10, you will move into Year 11 and take the First
Certificate English (FCE) exam.  Neither IGCSE Second Language English nor FCE are enough for university
entry so those not taking First Language English IGCSE in Year 11 must carry on with EAL in Year 12 in order to
gain the necessary qualification to have the option to attend a UK university. 

With the move to IGCSE the EAL department retains its aim to stretch the most able students and, although
we do not enter you for Literature IGCSEs, there is the opportunity to study Literature.  Our schemes of work
are adapted each year, but some of the texts that we study are Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen, Oliver Twist
and David Copperfield by Charles Dickens, Cry the Beloved Country by Alan Paton and Holes by Louis Sacher.

The focus of the EAL department is for each student to follow a comprehensive course of study, to earn
valuable qualifications and to enable you to reach a standard of English that facilitates advancement in your
other academic subjects.
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Sets are arranged in order of ability and all take the Edexcel IGCSE examination.  Students are entered for the
Higher Tier leading to IGCSE certification with the possibility of grades 9 to 4.  A small number of students may
be entered for the Foundations Tier (Grades 5 - 1) if this is more appropriate.  There is no coursework in
mathematics at IGCSE.

Students in the top Mathematics set take an enhanced programme, which incorporates more advanced work,
with a greater stress on proof and problem solving.  This course provides a rigorous and challenging programme
from which we hope all will emerge with the enthusiasm for Mathematics and Further Mathematics in the Sixth
Form.  Additionally, students in this set will be given the opportunity of taking an extra Free Standing
Mathematics Qualification, called Additional Mathematics, and this will involve extra work additional to the
IGCSE programme possibly out of normal class time.  We encourage as many students as possible to continue
with Mathematics into the Sixth Form, and we have a strong record of success at both A level Mathematics and
Further Mathematics.  The entry requirement for AS and A2 Mathematics will be a grade 7 at IGCSE and for
Further Mathematics a grade 8 at IGCSE.

Two routes are available in Science 

The International GCSE in Science (Double) aims to impart a systematic body of scientific knowledge and facts,
and an understanding of scientific concepts, principles, themes and patterns.  Students will develop experimental
skills based on correct and safe laboratory techniques, and will learn to form hypotheses and design
experiments to test them.  Practicals will be tested in the written examination papers.  The  IGCSE in Science
(Double Award) is assessed via three exams and graded 9 - 1 giving two IGCSE Science grades.  There is no
coursework element.

The IGCSEs in Biology, Chemistry and Physics aim to impart a systematic body of scientific knowledge and facts,
and an understanding of scientific concepts, principles, themes and patterns.  Students will develop experimental
skills based on correct and safe laboratory techniques, and will learn to form hypotheses and design
experiments to test them.  Practicals will be tested in the written examination papers.  Each IGCSE is a separate
qualification, and is assessed via two exams and graded 9 - 1 giving three IGCSE Science grades.  There is no
coursework element.  Potential Sixth Form Scientists should seriously consider this option, as research suggests
those who follow the separate science route are more likely to achieve the higher grades at A level.  In order to
follow this course, students should opt for Extra Science in the relevant Option block.



From September 2016 we have been teaching the AQA GCSE course for first sitting in the summer 2018.  The
new specifications are seeking ‘to encourage students to develop their ability and ambition to communicate
with native speakers in speech and writing.’  The study of any of these languages should also broaden their
horizons and encourage them ‘to step beyond familiar cultural boundaries and develop new ways of seeing the
world.’

•  Me, my family and friends •  Home, town, neighbourhood •  My studies
•  Technology in everyday life and region •  Life at school/college
•  Free-time activities •  Social issues •  Education post-16
•  Customs and festivals in the •  Global issues •  Career choices/ambitions

target language-speaking •  Travel and tourism
countries/communities 

This qualification is linear, which means students sit all their exams at the end of the course.  Each paper counts
for 25% of the overall marks.  Students may be entered for Foundation Tier (for grades 1-5) or Higher Tier (for
grades 4-9).  All four question papers must be taken at the same tier; it will not be possible to mix and match.

The main new requirements are:

• 30-40% of questions and answers must be in the target language;
•  The introduction of translation exercises: translation from and into the target language will be assessed 

in the Reading and Writing exams; 
•  Literary texts will be included as a stimulus in the Reading component of the examination.

From September 2016 we have been teaching the Cambridge IGCSE for first examination in the summer 2018.
Grades range from G to A.

The aims of the syllabus are to: 

•  Develop the ability to use the language effectively for purposes of practical communication within the
country of residence, where appropriate, and in all countries where the language is spoken;

•  Form a sound base of the skills, language and attitudes required for further study, work and leisure; 
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•  Offer insights into the culture and civilisation of countries where the language is spoken;
•  Encourage fuller integration into the local community, where relevant;
•  Develop a fuller awareness of the nature of language and language learning;
•  Encourage positive attitudes toward language learning and towards speakers of other languages and a 

sympathetic approach to other cultures and civilisations;
•  Provide enjoyment and intellectual stimulation;
•  Develop transferable skills (e.g. analysis, memorising, drawing of inferences) to complement other areas 

of the curriculum

Paper 1 Listening 45 minutes 25%
Paper 2 Reading  1 hour 25%
Paper 3 Speaking 15 minutes 25%
Paper 4 Writing 1 hour 25%

We follow the OCR GCSE J282 specification that can be found on the website www.ocr.org.uk.  This GCSE will
be graded from 9-1, with 9 being the highest grade. 

There are two key areas: Language and Literature; additionally it is possible to study a culture topic.  In Year 10,
students complete the Latin to GCSE course, consolidating language work, whilst in Year 11 students focus
more on the set texts.  Students take three papers.  The first is a compulsory language paper and is 50% of the
final GCSE grade.  This consists of translation into English and answering comprehension questions on the
passage given.  In addition, students will either answer questions on accidence and syntax in the context of a
narrative passage, or translate short and simple English sentences into Latin.  The paper covers defined linguistic
structures and vocabulary from a set GCSE list.  Many of these words are already known to students from
earlier study.

In addition, candidates take two of five further unit options.  At this stage we envisage that most students will
take one prose set text paper and one verse set text paper, introducing them to a varied selection of interesting
Latin Literature.

Prose and verse literature in the form of extracts involves reading works in the original language and discussing
questions on literary style as well as content.  Units 02 and 03 are on prose set texts, studying authors such as
Tacitus, Caesar and Cicero; Units 04 and 05 are on Latin verse literature, studying extracts from authors such as
Virgil, Ovid and Horace.  Unit 06 is Literature and Culture, introducing primary source material as evidence for
aspects of Roman Life.  There is no coursework element in Latin GCSE.  With top sets in particular we aim to
push students to a standard beyond GCSE so that if they choose to continue Latin to A level, as we hope many
will, the transition will not be excessively demanding.
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Students who pursue Greek at this level will almost certainly be doing so because they have enjoyed its study
(and, we hope, that of Latin) in Year 9.  As with Latin, the OCR GCSE J292 specification is followed and can be
found on the website: www.ocr.org.uk.  This GCSE will be graded from 9-1, with 9 being the highest grade. 

The structure of this course is identical to that of GCSE Latin.  There is a compulsory language paper and in
addition candidates take two out of five further unit options.  The literature options give students the
opportunity to study some of the greatest writers of antiquity, such as Euripides, Homer and Herodotus in the
original language.  There is also a Literature and Culture option, and the final choice of which paper to take will
depend on what is in the best interests of the group.  As with Latin there is no coursework element, and we aim
for all students to be in a strong position should they select Greek A level. 

Geography plays a vital role in understanding and managing some of the most pressing challenges facing us
today.  Over the coming years, our world will change faster than ever before, affecting individuals, communities,
nations, and the planet as a whole.  Geography in the 21st century is central to understanding the causes of
these changes and their consequences in different places, including the problems they pose for sustainable
futures of societies, resources and landscapes.  This exciting and relevant course studies geography in a balanced
framework of physical and human themes and investigates the link between them.

Students will travel the world from their classroom, exploring case studies in the United Kingdom, higher
income countries (HICs), newly emerging economies (NEEs) and lower income countries (LICs).  Topics of
study include climate change, poverty, deprivation, global shifts in economic power and the challenge of
sustainable resource use.  Students are also encouraged to understand their role in society, by considering
different viewpoints, values and attitudes.

We currently follow the AQA GCSE Geography specification.  The qualification will be graded on a nine-point
scale of 1-9 where 9 is the best grade.

Key features of the AQA GCSE Geography specification are as follows:

This unit is concerned with the dynamic nature of physical processes and systems, and human interaction with
them in a variety of places and at a range of scales.  The aims of this unit are to develop an understanding of the
tectonic, geomorphological, biological and meteorological processes and features in different environments, and
the need for management strategies governed by sustainability and consideration of the direct and indirect
effects of human interaction with the Earth and the atmosphere.  The following topics and skills are assessed:

• The challenge of natural hazards
• The living world
• Physical Landscapes in the UK - coastal, river and glacial landscapes
• Geographical Skills
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Assessment is through a written exam of 1 hour 30 minutes, representing 35% of the total GCSE.  Question
types are multiple-choice, short answer, levels of response and extended prose.

This unit is concerned with human processes, systems and outcomes and how these change both through space
and time.  They are studied in a variety of places and at a range of scales and must include places in various
stages of development, such as higher income countries (HICs), lower income countries (LICs) and newly
emerging economies (NEEs).  The aims of this unit are to develop an understanding of the factors that produce
a diverse variety of human environments; the dynamic nature of these environments that change over time and
place; the need for sustainable management; and the areas of current and future challenge and opportunity for
these environments.  The following topics and skills are assessed:

• Urban issues and challenges
•  The changing economic world
•  The challenge of resource management
•  Geographical skills

Assessment is through a written exam of 1 hour 30 minutes, representing 35% of the total GCSE.  Question
types and multiple-choice, short answer, levels of response and extended prose.

The Geographical Applications unit is designed to be synoptic in that students will be required to draw together
knowledge, understanding and skills from the full course of study.  It is an opportunity for students to show
their breadth of understanding and an evaluative appreciation of the interrelationships between different
aspects of geographical study. 

•  Issues Evaluation:  The assessment will provide students with the opportunity to demonstrate 
geographical skills and applied knowledge and understanding by looking at a particular issue(s) derived 
from the specification using secondary sources.

•  Fieldwork:  Students will undertake two geographical enquiries during the course, each of which must 
include the use of primary data, collected as part of a fieldwork exercise.

•  Geographical Skills:  Students will develop and demonstrate a range of geographical skills, including   
cartographic, graphical, numerical and statistical skills, throughout their study of the course.

Assessment is through a written exam of 1 hour 15 minutes, representing 30% of the total GCSE.  Question
types are multiple-choice, short answer, levels of response and extended prose.

The detailed AQA GCSE Geography Specification, along with specimen papers can be found on the website:
www.aqa.org.uk.



History helps explain the world in which we live today, for example why there are tensions and conflicts in the
Middle East and between Russia and America and why huge events like wars, revolutions and other political and
social changes occur.  It also develops analytical and communication skills that are in very high demand by
universities and employers alike.

The IGCSE History course is a truly exciting one.  It aims to stimulate interest in the study of History, to enable
students to understand hugely significant historical issues that have done much to shape our world, to develop
widely transferable skills and provide a basis for continued study in the Sixth Form if desired.  The topics
studied (please see below) could scarcely be more relevant to international and domestic politics and society
today.  The study of Nazi Germany, for example, does much to raise awareness of what circumstances can allow
extremist regimes to occur, Cold War tensions, sadly, still persist and the study of the Middle East does much to
explain tensions in the world today.  Our priority as a department is to enable students of all abilities to
maximise their potential with regard to examination results but, alongside that, we aim to inculcate a genuine
love of history amongst all our students by studying some of the most dramatic and significant events in history
in an engaging and exciting way.

The History Department adopts a variety of teaching styles and has a very wide range of text books, DVDs and
ICT resources with which to explain, illustrate and stimulate interest in the topics studied.  All students, though,
are provided with comprehensive, high quality resources produced internally by the department, which provide
an excellent foundation for their learning.  They take students through, in a clear, methodical and structured way,
from not knowing anything about the topics to being able to answer examination questions to a very high
standard.  At the same time, we provide opportunities to students for further independent research on
individual areas of interest.

The Edexcel IGCSE History specification on International Relations, 1919-2012 is offered.  It is examined in two
parts:

We look at Germany from the collapse of the German Empire at the end of the First 
World War through to the collapse of Nazi Germany.  In particular, we look at:

•  Why Germany’s experiment with democracy in the 1920s failed and how Adolf Hitler came to power 
in 1933.

•  How Hitler established a dictatorship and police state.
•  The impact Hitler had on German society.  We look at Nazi policies for Germany’s youth, women, 

workers and others they wanted to ‘mould’ and we look also at the policies they adopted for those 
they persecuted, including the terrible measures against the Jews and others that culminated in the 
Holocaust.  

•  Those Germans brave enough to resist or oppose the Nazis.

, including:
•  Why Russia and the West - Allies during the Second World War - fell out so seriously at the end of it.
•  The Berlin Blockade and Airlift.
•  The nuclear arms race and setting up of the rival military alliances of NATO and the Warsaw Pact.
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•  The Korean War 1950-53.
•  The Hungarian Uprising of 1956.
•  The U2 spy plane crisis of 1960 and building of the Berlin Wall, 1961.
•  The Cuban Missile Crisis of 1962.
•  The crisis over Czechoslovakia in 1968.
•  The improvement in East-West relations (détente) in the early 1970s.

, including:
•  The Vietnamese struggle for independence from France.
•  The Vietnam War and US involvement, 1964-73.  Guerrilla warfare.  US tactics, including carpet 

bombing and chemical warfare.
•  The Tet Offensive and turning of the tide against America and the South.
•  The Home Front in America – why public opinion turned and its importance.
•  The impact of the war on Vietnam and its people.
•  An analysis of why America failed to win the war.

including:
•  The rival claims of Arabs and Jews to Palestine.  Conflicting promises regarding who should rule 

Palestine.
•  The birth of Israel and the Israeli War of Independence, 1946.
•  The Suez Crisis, 1956.
•  The Six Day War, 1967, and start of the dispute over the occupied territories.
•  The Yom Kippur War, 1973.
•  The war in Lebanon, 1982.
•  The Palestinian people: the refugee issue – refugees, camps, politics.
•  The PLO, terrorism, Palestinian intifada.
•  Attempts to find a solution to the crisis.

The course is assessed by two examinations, one on Paper 1 and one on Paper 2. Each is one hour and thirty
minutes. 

Art GCSE offers students the opportunity to develop highly personal work in a self-motivated manner.  They
will learn to research and develop their own creative ideas from observation and imagination, with reference to
the work of contemporary and historical artists, acquiring a range of practical and intellectual skills as they do
so.  Students are free to explore a range of media, techniques and processes, both traditional and digital.  Visiting
galleries, engaging with contemporary practice and critical analysis of their own and other’s work are integral
parts of the course.  Art offers a creative balance to Scientists and an added dimension to those studying the
Humanities, Languages and other Arts subjects.  The possibilities for careers in the Arts are many and various,
from Fine Art (painting, printmaking and sculpture), Graphic Design, Fashion and Textiles, Ceramics, Photography
and Film-making, Architecture and Interior Design to Web and Game Design - the opportunities are vast.  
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The exam board has yet to be chosen but all follow a similar format with two assessments:

worth 60% of the total: a personal project built up over four terms from January in
Year 10 to Christmas in Year 11.

worth 40% of the total: a shorter personal project, developed from a starting point taken from an
exam paper issued in January of  Year 11, culminating in a 10 hour period of ‘supervised time’ to complete a final
piece.  This is usually divided into four sessions.

Students will be required to spend one hour each week during Block Preps in the Art Department in order to
access materials and facilities.  In addition, our expectation is that GCSE art students are enthusiastic artists and
they will choose to attend one of the extra art sessions run during Activities.  Charges will be made for
materials used.

This subject aims to develop creative skills and technical knowledge that students can apply to real world
problems.  Visual communication skills (sketching and computer aided design) are important; some previous
practical Design and Technology experience is also useful.  The role of design within society and the impact of
technology upon the environment are integral parts of the course.  The subject links well with Mathematics,
Physics, Chemistry and Art and can lead on to courses and careers in technical design fields such as Engineering,
Product Design and Architecture.  The exam board is the OCR J310 with two assessments:

(2 hour examination paper - 50%)
Disassembly of products, mini projects and theoretical study support the designing and making projects to
cover: 

• Materials, components and manufacturing processes.
•  Sustainability and environmental considerations.
•  Computer Aided Design/Manufacture.
•  Consumer choice and rights, design and market influences.
•  Health and Safety, Systems and Control and Industrial applications.

(40 hour non-examined assessment - 50% )          
Students choose, with guidance from their teacher, their own real world problems based on themes set by the
examining board.  The project involves students researching, designing, manufacturing and testing their own
prototypes to solve these problems.  Powerful learning takes place as students work iteratively through a series
of designs.  It is a feature of Design and Technology that the projects need careful time management; it is
essential that for two terms during the major project candidates work in the Sunley Centre during at least one
prep, evening or weekend activity slot each week so that they can access the CAD and workshop facilities.
Determination, self-motivation, initiative and good organisational skills are all important for success.

Materials and components used are charged and students are involved in this process as part of their project.  
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GCSE Music is an ideal course for many students who play an instrument or sing and also enjoy listening to
music.  The course is diverse and inclusive, yet stretching and rewarding for all types of students.  It develops
musical skills through performing (Unit 1: 30%), composing (Unit 2: 30%) and listening/writing about pieces (Unit
3: 40%).  The course caters for a wide range of interests; a variety of works from Bach and Beethoven to Queen
and Star Wars soundtracks are studied.  The course followed is Edexcel GCSE Music.

(30%) - Candidates submit two recorded performances in Year 11:
1.  Solo Performance (minimum ABRSM Grade 3 standard)
2.  Ensemble Performance (candidates play an undoubled part) 
The overall length of both pieces should be more than 4 minutes.

(30%) - Candidates compose two compositions (usually using Sibelius 7 or Cubase
software): 
1.  A composition based on one the below areas of study
2.  A ‘free’ composition 
Candidates’ discovery of their own creative abilities in this unit can be one of the most rewarding aspects of
the subject.

(40%) 
This involves the study of eight set works, two from each area of study (see below).  Musical understanding is
assessed in a 1 hour 45 minute written paper that includes questions in response to recorded extracts from the
set works and some related pieces played during the exam: 

Instrumental Music 1700–1820 J S Bach: 3rd Movement from Brandenburg Concerto No. 5 in D major.
L van Beethoven: 1st movement from Piano Sonata no. 8 in C minor
Pathétique.

Vocal Music H Purcell: Music for a While
Queen: Killer Queen (from the album Sheer Heart Attack)

Music for Stage and Screen S Schwartz: Defying Gravity (from Wicked)
J Williams: Main title/rebel blockade runner (from the soundtrack to 
Star Wars Episode IV: A New Hope)

Fusions Afro Celt Sound System: Release (from the album Volume 2: Release)
Esperanza Spalding: Samba Em Preludio (from the album Esperanza)

GCSE Music is a fairly necessary foundation for studying Music at A level and will prove invaluable if you are
considering Music Technology.  Although GCSE Music does not test music theory explicitly, candidates who have
good understanding of this will have an advantage in many areas.  It is advised, but not essential, for students
considering GCSE Music to have some experience of learning music theory.   

This course will use the new 9-1 grading scale. Instead of having eight letter grades (A* - G), the new grading
system will have nine numeric grades (9-1), with grade 9 being the best available grade.
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The GCSE Physical Education course is about performing in sport, but also about understanding how
performance can be improved through theoretical application.  This underpins the world of sport, recreation,
health and fitness. 

The new 2016 course lays an appropriate foundation for further study of the subject at A level or university and
compliments related subjects at A level.  In addition, it provides a worthwhile course for candidates of strong
sporting abilities and experiences, as well as from diverse sporting backgrounds (candidates in the past have
used sports such as skiing, horse riding, windsurfing and mountain biking, as well as the usual games played at
Ampleforth).  It is hoped that the course supports the Non-Exam PE Programme and Games Programme in
developing a lifelong enjoyment of sport and physical activity.

The aims of the subject content are that candidates will acquire knowledge and understanding of the different
factors that affect performance and participation in physical activities and also the fitness and health benefits
associated with taking part in physical activity.  Students also study scientific topics such as the cardiovascular
and respiratory systems and how they react and change to regular training, as well as movement analysis. 

In the practical coursework, candidates have to plan, perform and evaluate a Personal Exercise Programme to
improve performance for one of their chosen sports.  They also show evidence of performing effectively in
three different activities.  

Below is the content and assessment overview of the course: 

, 36% of the qualification, 1 hour 45 minutes, 90 Raw Marks
Component 1- Fitness and Body Systems:
Topic 1: Applied anatomy and physiology.
Topic 2: Movement analysis.
Topic 3: Physical training.
Topic 4: Use of data.

, 24% of the qualification, 1 hour 15 minutes, 70 Raw Marks
Component 2 - Health and Performance:
Topic 1: Health, fitness and well-being.
Topic 2: Sport psychology.
Topic 3: Socio-cultural influences.
Topic 4: Use of data.

30% of the qualification, 105 Raw Marks (35 marks per activity)
Component 3: Practical Performance:
Assessment of three physical activities from the set list.  One must be a team game.  One must be an individual
activity.  Final activity is from either list (a free choice).

10% of the qualification, 20 Raw Marks, 12 hours maximum to complete
Component 4: Personal Exercise Programme:
Aim and planning analysis, carrying out and monitoring the programme and evaluation of the programme.

19

AMPLEFORTH COLLEGE



AQA Computer Science is a three-unit course designed to give students an in-depth understanding of how
computer technology works and a look at what goes on ‘behind the screens.’  It is not necessary to have
studied the subject before, and assessment is based on two written exams and a programming project.

The course will help students learn about critical thinking, analysis and problem solving while gaining technical
practical skills that will prepare them for the digital workplace.

•  Unit 1 - Computational thinking and problem solving: this unit will teach pupils how to break problems 
down into algorithms that can be programmed into a computer.  It will also include how computers 
represent data and computers actually function at a technical level. (40%)

•  Unit 2 - Theoretical knowledge of Computer Science: this unit teaches pupils about the wider issues 
surrounding Computer Science and the future integration of technology in our day to day lives.  It 
covers topics such as cyber security, networks and the ethical issues surrounding the use of 
technology. (40%)

•  The programming project involves designing, coding and testing a solution to a given programming 
problem using a suitable programming language (20%)

This is a new specification from September 2016 and has been re-written to reflect the radical changes in
technology over recent years. Numbers will be limited to 16 students. 

IGCSE Drama compliments most other examination subjects and is an excellent way for students to develop
essential communication skills for later life.  The course is designed to give students an insight into stagecraft
and the history of theatre, including the study of drama texts and opportunities to perform extracts from plays,
as well as devise new work.  The course actively encourages independent thinking and team work, as well as
requiring students to develop their essay writing technique.  

, 40%, Externally assessed
The questions on this paper relate to pre-release material, which is sent to schools in advance of the
examination. Candidates devise a piece of drama based on a stimulus and study an extract from a play.

The questions on the paper will require candidates to have engaged with the pre-release material from the
perspective of actor, director and designer.
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The question paper is structured as follows:

Section A (30 marks): Candidates answer six to eight short-answer questions on the extract from the play (20
marks) and two to four questions on the drama devised from their chosen stimulus (10 marks).

Section B (25 marks): Candidates answer one longer-answer question from a choice of three on the extract
from the play.

Section C (25 marks): Candidates answer one longer-answer question from a choice of three on the drama
devised from their chosen stimulus.

60%, Internally assessed and externally moderated
Candidates submit three pieces of practical work:
One individual piece: a Monologue from a published play.
One group performance of an extract from a play 
One group devised piece.

At GCSE level, Drama is compatible with most subjects, on a basic level, aiding their ability to speak in public
with confidence and work well in a group situation.  Similarly the subject is widely regarded in a positive light
for its ability to produce students able to work creatively and independently.  Naturally the subject is designed
to prepare students for A Level Theatre Studies but it also closely compliments History, Classics/Ancient
History, Politics and English.  The contextual and generic links lead to many cross-curricular ties. 

Assistance is available to any student who is experiencing difficulties with the way they learn, record or revise.
A major part of the Learning Support Department’s role is supporting students in Public Examinations to
ensure that they deliver their best performance. 

In most cases, this will have been an on-going process, in extra lessons and informal learning support, both
taking place in study periods.  Appropriate concessions will be negotiated with the Boards for the exams
themselves if a student’s teachers identify a need which is supported by scores that are low enough after
psychometric testing. In all cases the aim is to allow candidates with a range of specific learning difficulties to
express their knowledge fully, without giving them an unfair advantage over other candidates.

Each year we welcome several students from overseas to join us in Years 9 to 11 for a one year stay.  We have a
great deal of experience catering for such students and we do our best to tailor the academic programme as
appropriate for each individual.  To discuss the options further, please contact the Admissions Office on 01439
766863 or email admissions@ampleforth.org.uk.
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