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Going beyond

2

It’s my responsibility, as Headmaster at Ampleforth, to 
dedicate myself to enabling the girls and boys to be, and 
want to be, the best they can.  To cultivate a love of learning 
in all aspects of life, outside and inside the classroom, must 
be my primary aim. 

of excellence, and a place where excellence in one arena is 

levels of achievement across the board are a habit for our 
children.  We want them to go beyond their own, and 
everyone else’s, expectations.

As much as we are a place of achievement, we are also a 
place of kindness.  St Benedict teaches us that you discover 
the best about yourself through serving and helping others 
in a genuine community.  This, I believe, is in tune with the 
needs of our century.  This is what makes Ampleforth 
particularly relevant today.

We send young people on from Ampleforth with what we 
describe as a compass for life - something always with them 
to navigate the wide world.  And, of course, the best way  
to understand fully what I mean is to come and see.

Fr Wulstan Peterburs OSB
Headmaster

3



Enduring values
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“Few schools have a large living  
monastery for a neighbour”

Think back to your own schooldays and it’s likely that what 
you most remember - long after the exams were over  
and forgotten - are the values you learned there.  What did 
the school stand for?  How did it shape you?  How did it 
equip you for the world?

As an Ampleforth parent, you will see your child step into 
a wider community, and an unusual one in this day and age. 
Few schools have a large living monastery for a neighbour.

Yet the monks are more than just our neighbours.  We 
share a purpose with them, which is to follow the Rule of 
St Benedict.  Whether you are Catholic or not, the need 
for compassion, inclusion, mutual support and generosity of 
spirit is hard to argue with - not only for school, but for life.

These are the values your child will learn by standing 
alongside a tradition that goes back 1,500 years.  These  
are the values that will endure.  And they have never been 
more important than they are today.
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Choosing to learn
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If your child has the ability to gain four A*s, they will at 
Ampleforth.  Three-quarters of our children gain A* to B 
grade in the main A Level subjects.  The majority go on  
to places at top universities. 

Yet our approach is markedly different from that of some 
more narrowly selective schools.  Our teaching across all 
subject areas is first class, but we focus on the outcome 
rather than the offering.  That goes beyond exam results;  
it often goes beyond expectations too.  We are concerned 
with the whole person who will one day leave our valley.

At Ampleforth, your child will be encouraged and 
supported to make the very most of their academic 
potential.  There’s an enormous range of subjects to choose 
from and girls and boys of many nationalities and all abilities 
flourish here.  They are in the hands of highly qualified and 
caring staff who have access to some of the best facilities 
and resources of any school in the country.

We believe, above all, that the best kind of education is 
the one you choose for yourself.  From the very start we 
instil in our children the motivation and desire for a lifetime 
of learning.  Success for us is when your child leaves here 
burning to fulfil his or her potential, whatever that may be.

“We instil in our children the motivation  
and desire for a lifetime of  learning”
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The outdoor spirit

Our valley is an extraordinarily beautiful place, a setting  
that naturally encourages the pursuit of health and 
wellbeing.  For some that will take the form of team  
sports, for others it’s country sports on the Ampleforth 
estate, for others hillwalking.

An abiding memory for many Old Amplefordians is the 
sight of goal posts rising from an early morning mist.  Sport 
at Ampleforth is for boys and girls of all ages and abilities. 
We offer seasonal and year-round sports, from cricket to 
karate, rugby to rounders. 

professional sportsmen and women.  Children who show 
sporting ability can develop their skills to a very high level 
here.  We claim our fair share of leavers who have gone  
on to make careers in international sport. 

But sport at Ampleforth is not only about prowess and 
competition.  It’s also about lasting friendships, lessons in 
tolerance and collaboration, personal challenges overcome 
- as well as the mental and emotional wellbeing that comes 
with a healthy body.

surroundings have on your child’s development, whatever 
their chosen activity, whatever their ability. 

“Lasting friendships, lessons in tolerance  
and collaboration, personal challenges overcome”
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“Our Benedictine ethos means that pastoral care  
is at the heart of  school life” 

Anywhere that your child spends more than half the year  
is effectively a second home.  So the boarding experience  
at Ampleforth is as close as we can make it to home.

Which is not to say that adults are absent. Six hundred  
live-in teenagers need a good deal of managing and 
support.  As every parent knows, each child has his or her 
own strengths and weaknesses, and discipline here is about 
acknowledging that.  We want people to put it right and  
we give chances. St Benedict believed that this was 
necessary in order to ‘amend faults and safeguard love.’

Our ten boarding houses provide the focus for the pastoral 
side of school life.  Each house has a team led by the 
housemaster or housemistress, a matron, tutors and a 

children in their care.  Each tutor also has responsibility for 
the academic progress of the children within a particular 
year-group in the house.

Here at Ampleforth, your child will be welcomed with a 
programme of team-building activities and fun to help them 

Our Benedictine ethos means that pastoral care is at the 
heart of school life.  The Ampleforth boarding houses foster 
inclusion, kindness and basic human decency - cardinal 
points on the compass for life that will guide your child 
through school and beyond. 

Home from home
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“To see your child absorbed  
in the creative process is to witness 

a journey of  self-discovery”

The creative journey
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As many Ampleforth parents come to know, the creative 
arts not only add depth to the curriculum, they enrich the 
life of the whole school.  Just listen to the excited chatter 
after a performance or at an exhibition.

To see your child absorbed in playing an instrument, making 
a sketch or reading aloud a poem, rehearsing a dramatic 
role or practising a dance routine, is to witness a journey  
of self-discovery.

We value creative expression highly, and we pick our arts 
staff for their ability to draw out the children’s talent, though 

facilities - whether for drama, music and music technology, 
or the full range of visual arts - are second to none. 

At Friday evening Mass in the Abbey Church you’ll hear 
the organ swell and the voices of the choristers, the Schola 
Cantorum, soar through the towering space. Sacred music 
here at Ampleforth is all you might expect! 
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Ask your child when they come home for the holidays  
what they’ve been up to.  The chances are they’ll  
enthuse about winning a Young Enterprise Award or  
making a TV programme or taking part in a dressage 
demonstration.  Then they’ll tell you about their maths  
project or an idea explored in their politics class.

As an Ampleforth parent, you will see your child being 
encouraged to stretch themselves not only in the  
classroom, but in the vast choice of activities that sit 
alongside and complement the academic curriculum.  
‘Have a go.  Try something new.’  It could be the school 
motto. 

We offer an exceptional range of co-curricular activities.  
It’s integral to our ambition that every child who comes  

classroom that’s personally satisfying.  Whether they’re 
listening to a well known visiting speaker, creating a piece  
of jewellery or restoring an old Land Rover, the important 
thing is that it allows them to grow and go beyond  
what they imagined was possible.

Helping others is a large part of this and always much  
talked about by the children.  This might involve getting  
a charity project off the ground, or volunteering in the  

 
to be learnt from taking part in these activities, so much  
that stands as valuable preparation for later life.

Beyond the classroom

“Have a go. Try something new. 
                   It could be the school motto”
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Expanding horizons
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Everything we do at Ampleforth - in and out of the 

- is geared to helping each child follow their dream. 
For the great majority, the immediate goal is a place  
at a good university.

Ampleforth parents see their children go on to the 
best universities and outstanding careers.  Seventy 
percent gain places at Russell Group or Sutton Trust 
Top 30 universities.  Over ninety percent proceed  
to higher education.  Every year we send children on 
to Oxbridge, to medical school, to top engineering 
courses.

By the time he or she reaches the sixth form we’re 
starting to make sure your child is well prepared for 
their chosen degree course, if they already know what 
it is to be. If they’re not sure, we help them choose.

“Everything we do at Ampleforth is geared  
to helping each child follow their dream”



“What you put back counts for more  
than what you take out”

A sense of belonging
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As you would expect, Old Amplefordians make their mark 
in every conceivable walk of life.  What is more unusual is 
the strength of connection that so many retain with this 
place, the sense of belonging. 

Throughout the year we see a steady stream of visitors 
who have come back to chat with a favourite member 
of staff, spend time on retreat, attend a social or sporting 
event, or even get married or have a child baptised here.
The ties these adults feel go beyond friendships, beyond 
memories of achievement, beyond a nostalgia for the 
beauty of the valley.  For Catholics and non-Catholics alike, 
they’re rooted in the experience of growing up in a school 
where what you put back counts for more than what you 
take out.

These ties, these values, are what calibrate the compass for 
life that Fr Wulstan mentioned earlier.  It’s a gift to every 
child who spends their school years here in the valley, one 

will have forever.

If  you would like to hear more about how we can prepare your 
child for the world in this exceptional way, please get in touch  
with us.  We’d love to meet and talk with you. 
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