
    

 

                                          

CHOOSING A COMPUTER 
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CHOOSING A COMPUTER 

 

Although the use of tablet devices, such as iPads, has increased and is supported at Ampleforth, a laptop is 

ideally suited to college work.  The wireless network at Ampleforth can support both Windows and Macbook 

laptops. 

 

The following recommendations are intended as a guide to consider when purchasing a laptop for use at 

Ampleforth College. 

 

THINGS TO LOOK FOR: 
 

o Brand – Although premium brand laptops (Dell, HP, Apple, Lenovo, Sony etc) are usually more 

expensive they are often of better quality and have better spares availability, particularly batteries 

which are likely to need replacing after 18-24 months of use. 

o Processor – Unless demanding video games are to be played any processor available in a modern 

laptop will be sufficient for college work.  

o Memory – 4GB of memory should be considered a minimum.  Should a laptop have more than 4GB 

of memory it will need to run a 64-bit version of Windows to be able to use the extra memory. 

o Hard Drive – Any new laptop purchased today will have a large enough hard drive for normal use at 

college, or at home. 

o Speakers, Microphone and Webcam – To use communication applications the laptop should have 

these components built-in; most do. 

o Screen Size - The screen size will have an impact on weight and portability, so consider carefully 

whether a machine with a screen larger than 15-16” is necessary and practical.  A small Netbook is 

unsuitable for extended use due to the small screen and keyboard. 

o Protection - A sleeve style case will offer significant protection against everyday rough and tumble. 

A rucksack can be more practical than a briefcase style carrier, as well as being more discreet.  

o Anti-Virus Software – It is essential that anti-virus software is installed and kept updated.  Various 

commercial packages are available from computer retailers or online; leading brands include Trent, 

McAfee and Symantec.  There are free anti-virus packages available for Windows platforms, such as 

AVG. Unprotected equipment puts the data and privacy of the user at risk, and may be blocked from 

accessing the Ampleforth Network.  A good AV product will include protection for email and a 

firewall. 

o Applications – it is strongly recommended that Microsoft Office suite is installed on a student’s own 

laptop devices, as this is the standard product in use on College computers. A minimum of Office 

2010 is suggested, although Office 2013 is the current version. Communication applications are also 

highly recommended and Ampleforth currently support the use of Skype and WhatsApp. 

  



 

 

 

 

o Backup – it is strongly recommended that students purchase an additional external USB hard disk, of 

the same or greater capacity than the laptop hard disk. This can be used to backup work (documents), 

photos and music. Software is often supplied to allow the data to be password protected. Small USB 

flash drives are not recommended, as they have smaller capacity, and can easily be lost or misplaced. 

o Warranty – Laptops are notoriously difficult and expensive to repair.  Consider an extended warranty 

to cover the laptop up to 36 months.  Although relatively expensive an extended warranty will 

provide some peace of mind.  Laptops used by students have quite a hard life; expect to replace it 

after 3-4 years.  Please remember that many basic warranties do not cover accidental damage. 


