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Moving into the Sixth Form is a significant stage in any student’s career. It is in the Sixth Form that the first
chance to study academic subjects in depth and with a degree of specialisation really presents itself to you. To
make the most of these opportunities you must quickly learn proper habits of study, undertake all your
academic tasks promptly and be prepared to work independently much more than at GCSE. Independent
reading and research boosts your progress in every subject at every level. All this is an important foretaste of 
and preparation for successful study at university.

However, life in the Sixth Form provides other opportunities which are important to your personal
development. At Ampleforth the Sixth Form presents individuals with opportunities to develop deep interests -
intellectual, cultural, sporting - to take initiatives, to hold positions of considerable responsibility, to serve
others, to learn to lead and to work in a team. At its best, life in the Sixth Form encourages you to cope, with a
greater degree of independence than before, with a busy life and with a variety of demands. Success in dealing
with these challenges is an excellent preparation for your professional life and will make you a far more 
attractive prospect to university selectors and employers alike.

As a Sixth Form student you will be supported throughout your time by an excellent team of highly
experienced Sixth Form Tutors and Heads of Year, the Careers Department, the Chaplaincy and, of course, your
Housemaster or Housemistress. Our vision is that not only will the Sixth Form be the pinnacle of your school
experience, it will also be a springboard for your future life beyond this valley.

Mr WF Lofthouse MA (Oxon) 

UCAS and overseas university applications coordinator and senior EPQ Coordinator. Mr Lofthouse has been
Head of Sixth Form since 2001 and teaches in the Classics Department. He is formerly Head of Classics, as well
as Housemaster of St Aidan’s House and St Hugh’s House.

An OA and ex-barrister, Mr Hudson has taught in the Christian Theology Department since 2013. 

In addition, there are currently 18 members of staff who work as Sixth Form Tutors. These include Mrs Jacqui
Ramsden, Mr Adam De Vries, Dr Oliver Beveridge, Mrs Francisca Garcia-Ortega, Mr Peter Anderson, Miss Faith
Germany, Dr Charlotte Goddard, Mrs Anna Hare, Mrs Helen Pepper, Mr Francis Goodburn, Mr Daniel Davison,
Mr Piers Butler, Mrs Jess Stannard, Mr Matthew Torrens-Burton and Mr Simon Howard. 
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For most students the Sixth Form represents a transitional stage between the highly structured and teacher-led
courses you experience at GCSE and the academic independence of undergraduate degree courses where
contact time with university teachers may be, for Humanities courses at least, no more than 3 hours per week.
Managing this transition is not always easy, but it is vital both for your success in A levels and BTECs and as
preparation for higher education or the world of work that you acquire good study habits as soon as possible.
Effective management of your time will enable you to achieve the best A level and BTEC results of which you
are capable, as well as to enjoy many of the extra-curricular opportunities which Ampleforth has to offer.

In the Sixth Form, as at GCSE, you will be required to work at specified hours of the day, whether attending
lessons or in block prep. There is no Sixth Form prep timetable, but you may expect to be set work on a very
regular basis. This prep work is an integral component of A level and BTEC courses; at a rough estimate you
may expect to receive a minimum of 4 hours prep per week in each subject in Year 12 and 6 hours per week
for each subject in Year 13. Year 12 students can expect to have 7 study periods per week, rising to 14 in Year
13. Study periods are of 50 minutes duration and totalled over the academic year they comprise a huge amount
of time which, if used effectively, will go a long way to ensuring your academic success. Your ability (or inability)
to work unsupervised will be a crucial element of the university reference which your Tutor will write about
you. As mentioned earlier, undergraduates are expected to be able to work independently and no university will
be keen to offer you a place unless they are sure you possess this basic ability. 

At one level Year 12 (commonly referred to as the Middle Sixth at Ampleforth) is an introductory year to the
Sixth Form with A level students able to ease themselves into new courses without the pressure of public
examinations. However, there will be internal examinations in the Summer Term and these will form the basis of
your predicted A level grades when you come to apply to university in the Autumn Term of Year 13. BTEC
courses, however, are assessed throughout Year 12 and Year 13: in these subjects the work you do will count
towards your final grade from your very first lesson.

So it is clear that anyone hoping to win a place at a good university will have a far better chance to fulfil that
ambition if they achieve the best results of which they are capable throughout Year 12. Underperformance in
Year 12 stores up problems for Year 13. Conversely, a student who works hard in Year 12 and achieves good
results will find themselves in a much stronger position when it comes to university application.  
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Until 2015 A levels were divided into two halves: the first half of the course was called AS level and the AS
examinations were usually taken at the end of Year 12; there was also an option to re-sit AS examinations at the
end of Year 13. The second half of the course was called A2 and A2 examinations were taken at the end of Year
13.  However, all A levels have now been reformed and the changes made are significant indeed. 

• A levels are now entirely ‘linear’ i.e. all the examinations are taken in one go at the end of Year 13.

• There is increased content in A levels. In the Sciences, Economics and Business, for example, there is an 
increased emphasis on mathematical skills.  

• The link between AS and A level has been broken (de-coupled). AS levels no longer count towards A 
levels at all. A student’s final A level grade will be entirely determined by their performance in the 
examinations taken at the end of Year 13. 

• AS levels continue to exist, however they have become stand-alone qualifications. 

• Most students will therefore not need to take any public examinations in Year 12.

Because the new AS levels will not count towards the A level and are not required by any universities,
there is little point in students taking these AS levels unless it is in a subject they intend to drop in Year
13. The advantage of this approach is that there will be much more active learning in the Summer term
of Year 12, not merely revision as previously.

The majority of students will start the Sixth Form with 4 subjects, however most will finish with 3 A levels or
BTEC equivalents.

For those beginning with 4 subjects, by January of Year 12 a decision will be taken by each student. They will:
• Either drop one subject immediately 
• Or decide which subject to drop at the end of Year 12 and take the AS examination in that subject
• Or postpone the decision about which subject to drop until the end of the year, but take no AS 

examinations
• Or decide to complete the A level/BTEC in 4 subjects

At A level we will provide 4 options of 12 periods per two week cycle. BTEC 90-Credit or Foundation Diploma
courses are equivalent to 1½ A levels, so will have 18 periods per two week cycle.
• One period per cycle on a rota basis will be given to Christian Living and one to Careers 
• Christian Theology must be studied by all in the Sixth Form. Please see below.
• In Year 12 students normally opt for four subjects. 
• Additionally an enrichment programme will be open to all students. Details of this programme are not 

available at the time of writing, but are likely to include such things as EPQ preparation, subject 
extension classes and Oxbridge preparation.

If Christian Theology is not chosen as an A level subject, the non-examined Core Christian Theology (CCT)
course must be taken in addition to a student's A level or BTEC programme.
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Introduced in 2008, the AQA Extended Project Qualification is an exciting qualification which offers students
the opportunity to produce a single piece of work of their own choosing, showing evidence of planning,
preparation, research and independent working. The EPQ offers unrivalled opportunities for academic extension
as well as providing evidence of a student’s readiness for university. It is also highly enjoyable for the student.
An EPQ can take several forms

• an extended essay
• an artefact, model or construction
• a CD/video/DVD of performances or activities
• an audiotape/multimedia presentation
• a journal of activities or events

A project which consists solely of written work will be approximately 5,000 words, for example an
investigation, exploration of a hypothesis or extended essay or academic report. Projects where the majority of
the evidence is provided in other formats will include a report or record of work undertaken which is at least
1,000 words. All projects must include a substantial research element.

Projects are undertaken with the assistance of a Supervisor who guides the student at every level, although they
are not allowed to contribute directly to its content. The only restriction on choosing a topic for an EPQ is that
the student will need to find an accredited Supervisor who has some expertise in the relevant area. 

Because the EPQ requires students to identify and design their own project, adopt a strategic approach to its
management and work independently it is an ideal vehicle for curriculum enrichment and academic extension.
All Sixth Form students, but most especially those aspiring to apply to the more competitive universities, should
give serious consideration to undertaking an EPQ.

The EPQ also carries UCAS points, more in fact than an AS level: an EPQ counts as half an A level, whereas an
AS level is only 40% of an A level. For an EPQ 28 UCAS points are awarded to an A*, 24 to an A, 20 to a B, 16
to a C, 12 to a D and 8 to an E.
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The selection of subjects for A level is the first significant career decision to be made at school. The decisions
to be made are exciting as well as important.

If you have a clear ambition to be a doctor, farmer, architect or engineer, the choice of options is fairly well
defined. However, you may have no clear idea of your preferred future and your choice may be more difficult to
make.

You will need to think hard about the subjects you have enjoyed and in which you have prospered thus far. You
should also find out more about the A level subjects which are not available until the Sixth Form - Ancient
History, Business, Economics, and Politics – as well as the BTEC courses.

You will need to find out as much as possible about what is involved in the subjects you are considering and to
pick a combination of subjects that will not close too many doors into higher education.

The process of choice has already begun if you have taken Careers Guidance tests. These may go some way to
helping you make sense of the range of choices, but advice should always be sought - Heads of Department,
your Tutor, the Head of Sixth Form, the Head of Careers, HsMs and other members of the teaching staff are all
ready to help.

In arriving at a choice of subjects, some important factors need to be taken into consideration:

• Your academic interests and strengths
• Your abilities, aptitudes and skills
• The scope you have for career choice
• The subject combinations on offer

The most important factors are the first three: you should choose subjects which give you the best chance of
good grades and which will allow you to move on to any course you are thinking of taking later.

Another way of approaching the process of choosing Sixth Form subjects is to consider the particular skills
involved in the various subjects. As a general rule you should avoid choosing four subjects which have four very
different skill sets, as mastering all these different skills is much more difficult. Subjects which have similar skills
sets complement each other and allow the student to reinforce those particular skills – for example a student
who chooses more than one essay-based subject will have more chance to develop the skill of essay writing
than someone who takes only subject which demands essay writing. So, a good starting point is to choose two
or three subjects which have similar skill sets and build your other choices around them. 
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Students are welcome to either call in to the Careers Department which is located just off Big Study or to
make an appointment with the Head of Careers, Mrs Toone.

The Careers Room offers a variety of useful books on HE courses and careers which are worth consulting, in
particular:

• The Times Good University Guide
• Brian Heap’s Choosing your Degree Course and University
• University and College Prospectuses: list the entry requirements for all university degree courses.
• Occupations: a comprehensive careers encyclopaedia

In addition, the UCAS website www.ucas.com allows course searches in a variety of ways and links to any
university or college website with information about subject requirements available for all courses. 

In March every year the Careers Department organises a Higher Education and Careers Conference for Year
12 students, their parents and Year 11 students.  Students have access to an online tool called Unifrog which
helps them make HE choices as well as www.eclips-online.co.uk which provides information on careers and
jobs. They can also enrol in the Morrisby programme to help them with Higher Education and Careers
decisions if they haven’t already done so in Year 11. 

In Year 12 students take part in bi-weekly careers presentations on a range of subjects including
entrepreneurship, self-awareness, researching university courses and a variety of professions and career paths. In
addition, students are given time during tutorials to fill in their ‘Journal’, a reflective record of their studies, skills,
preferences and goals.
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There have been many changes in the A level requirements for these disciplines and it is essential to consult
individual university handbooks for particular course requirements as they will all be different. In general terms
applicants for these courses require a series of high grade GCSE passes before it is worth contemplating making
an application.

The general rule is that A level Chemistry is required. However, most medical schools also require Biology.
There is some flexibility with regard to the third A level. We have successfully entered candidates offering
Biology and Chemistry together with Physics, a Modern Language, Mathematics, Geography, History or English.
Having a non-science third A level can demonstrate breadth of character and academic ability. A handful of
universities offer a course for Arts students wanting to convert to the study of Medicine. Two types of course
are available for this entry route. Run-through 'premedical courses' exist with a one year foundation course
followed by entry to Year 1 of the regular course. Newer Medical Sciences courses (e.g. at Bradford) offer a
science foundation for students wishing to convert from Arts A levels to a science degree or career. Some,
though not all, of the latter type offer guaranteed entry to Year 1 of Medicine conditional on academic
performance.

Most applicants for Medicine and Dentistry must sit UCAT (University Clinical Admissions Test). This test is
taken between July and September prior to submitting a UCAS application. There are 150 registered centres
around the UK.

Oxford, Cambridge, Lancaster, Leeds, Brighton and Sussex Medical School, Imperial College and University
College London (UCL) all use the Bio-Medical Admissions Test (BMAT) to screen applicants to their medical
faculties. Keele and Manchester Universities require BMAT for overseas applicants only. BMAT is specifically
designed to overcome the effects of extra teaching or cramming and so enable the best candidates to be
identified. 

Those candidates who cannot yet decide whether they wish to study Medicine or a non-biological degree
course such as Engineering would be well advised to take Chemistry, Physics and Mathematics as their A level
combination.

Candidates for Medicine or Veterinary Science will also require work experience and other qualifications as well
as their academic grades. Optimally, a regular voluntary placement is advised in a health care or non-health care
related field as this demonstrates hard work and dedication. Work experience in one or two settings is
essential, with the student able to reflect on this in their personal statement.

Anyone considering a medical career should consult Mr Anderson in the Biology Department.

Architecture demands a high level of commitment. It takes a minimum of seven years of study to qualify as an
architect: a five year degree programme recognised by the Royal Institute of British Architects and the
Architects Registration Board, followed by a minimum of two years professional experience.

The nature of architecture courses at university varies widely. ‘Pure’ Architecture courses tend to focus on the
construction of buildings and the built environment; these courses have much in common with Engineering and
require applicants to study similar subjects at A level, principally Mathematics and Physics, though Design &
Technology is often welcomed also. Other courses, including Architectural Studies courses, focus more on the
aesthetics of the built environment and taking A level Art tends to give applicants a strong advantage. Most
courses, of whatever type, require Mathematics. It is strongly recommended that students interested in studying
this discipline at university should consult the relevant websites to ascertain their requirements.

The RIBA ‘Think Architecture’ PDF is an excellent source of information available at:  www.architecture.com
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No specific A level subjects are required to study Law at university as applicants are equally welcomed whether
their academic background is in the Arts, Sciences or Social Sciences. This is one reason why degree courses in
Law are amongst the most oversubscribed courses in British universities with, in some cases, 20 or more
applicants for every place. There is, however, some anecdotal evidence that when selecting between highly
qualified applicants Admissions Tutors prefer those who offer what are perceived as more intellectually
demanding subjects such as Mathematics or Latin.

At the most selective universities the standard offer is AAA or A*AA at A level for applicants who have done
well in the LNAT test (see below). However, Law is a field into which many of the new universities (e.g.
Manchester Metropolitan University and Oxford Brookes University) have ventured with the introduction of
some innovative routes of study, for example the integrated courses offered by Northumbria University which
combine the undergraduate stage of legal education with the requirements of either the Bar Professional
Training Course or full qualification as a solicitor. Although these courses are still competitive, offers at such
universities are lower, typically in the range of ABB-BBB.

In 2004 a group of leading universities introduced the Law National Admissions Test (LNAT) as a means to aid
them in selecting between the numerous well qualified applicants for Law. They have since been joined in this
practice by others and for 2020 entry all applicants to study Law at Bristol, Durham, Glasgow, King’s College
London, LSE, Nottingham, Oxford, SOAS and University College London were required to take the LNAT test.
LNAT is a thinking skills test specifically designed to overcome the effects of extra teaching or cramming and so
enable the best candidates to be identified. There is no requirement to have any previous knowledge of the law.
The LNAT test may be taken between September and May in the year of application. Approximately 150 centres
nationwide are licensed to administer LNAT, the nearest to Ampleforth being in York.

Nearly half of those who ultimately pursue a career in Law choose to study an entirely different subject at
university.  There are several possible reasons for this: the person may not be certain at this stage that they do
want a career in Law and would prefer to keep their options open for the present; they may reason that, as they
are likely to spend their whole working lives in Law, they would rather experience the intellectual breadth
offered by studying an undergraduate degree course in another subject, especially as Law has something of a
reputation (perhaps unfairly) for being a dry and difficult subject at university; likely A level offers for
undergraduate study may be beyond their reach.

In such cases a one year (or two year part-time) postgraduate Law conversion course, leading to the Common
Professional Examination (CPE) or the Graduate Diploma in Law (GDL), currently provides the best route into
a legal career.  Over the next few years, however, this will change to students needing to undertake a set
amount of qualifying work experience and pass stages one and two of the Qualifying Solicitors Exam (SQE).
Most institutions offering Law conversion courses would expect applicants to have achieved a 2:1 or higher in
their undergraduate degree.
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This is an increasingly popular career choice, and not all entrants to this sector have a subject-related degree.
For graduate entry to the profession any degree subject is acceptable and many banks and commercial
businesses run their own graduate schemes. Employers have highlighted a shortage of applicants with a variety
of skills such as language ability and high level IT skills. A level Mathematics is a preferred subject for the
majority of Finance and Management degree courses and is a major advantage for Business courses. A good
degree in a relevant subject, such as Economics, Finance, Business or Management, is preferred by the bigger
accountancy practices. Most accountancy degrees provide an exemption from the initial stages of the
professional exams. Some firms – most famously the KPMG-Durham University Accountancy BSc – have started
sponsoring candidates through university degrees. KPMG says such schemes could come to account for the
majority of its trainee intake. 

School Leaver programmes for post A level students are increasingly becoming available from within the
profession. These provide an opportunity to gain a sought after professional qualification and candidates don’t
need to go to university or gain a degree. 

Engineers are involved in research and development, design and production. They work on the machinery,
products and systems used in everyday life - from aircraft to hospital scanners, manufacturing production,
computers, drilling rigs, nuclear energy and telecommunications.
There are various branches of engineering, including:

• Aerospace, automotive and marine engineering 
• chemical and materials engineering 
• electrical, electronics, telecommunications and power engineering  
• production and manufacturing engineering 
• mechanical and civil engineering 
• oil, gas, nuclear and renewable energy engineering 

Potential Engineering applicants are strongly advised to take both Mathematics and Physics at A level alongside
Design and Technology or other relevant subjects such as Further Maths or an additional Science. It is
important to check course details carefully as requirements can vary enormously. For example, Chemical
Engineering courses require Mathematics and Chemistry at A level.

Intending Engineers should discuss their applications with Mr Townend or Mr Anglim and consider the
possibility of attending one of the residential Smallpeice Trust or Headstart courses aimed at budding Engineers.
Further details can be found at www.smallpeicetrust.org.uk  and www.headstartcourses.org.uk
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The Learning Support Department supports many students to ensure that they learn effectively and deliver
their own best performance in examinations.  Individual lessons can be arranged in the Sixth Form or the
Learning Support Department can offer informal help in several areas, for example:

• A quiet, supervised work space
• Reading (particularly long or complex texts) 
• Specific skills such as handwriting, note-taking and proof reading
• Essay planning and writing
• General work/prep organisation
• Revision
• Exam technique

Examination access arrangements granted at GCSE do not automatically carry on into the Sixth Form;
occasionally new assessment reports must be obtained and permission sought through JCQ, but these can only
be obtained if teachers can supply evidence of a candidate’s need and normal way of working.

Access arrangements include extra time, supervised rest breaks, word-processing and the use of a reader
and/or a scribe. In all cases the aim is to allow candidates with a range of specific learning difficulties to express
their knowledge fully, but without giving them an unfair advantage over other candidates.

Students who think they may have an undiagnosed learning difficulty, or whose teachers think this may be the
case, may approach the Department for an initial assessment. If the need is deemed to be of sufficient gravity, a
report from an Educational Psychologist known to the College may be advised.

For further information on any of the above, or to arrange meeting times, please contact Learning Support
(Room 50), by email – axm@ampleforth.org.uk - or by phone (Internal 6862).
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To develop:

• Intellectual, imaginative, creative and intuitive capabilities

• Investigative, analytical, experimental, practical, technical and expressive skills, aesthetic   understanding 
and critical judgement

• Independence of mind in developing, refining and communicating their own ideas, their own   intentions 
andtheir own personal outcomes

• An interest in, enthusiasm for and enjoyment of art, craft and design

• The experience of working with a broad range of media

• An understanding of the interrelationships between art, craft and design processes and an awareness of 
the contexts in which they operate

• Knowledge and experience of real-world contexts and, where appropriate, links to the creative 
industries

• Knowledge and understanding of art, craft, design and media and technologies in contemporary and 
past societies and cultures

• An awareness of different roles, functions, audiences and consumers of art, craft and design.

GCSE Art is expected. In exceptional circumstances we will consider students who for some reason were not
able to take GCSE Art but who can demonstrate ability and love of the subject. Art A level requires students to
be creative, imaginative and self-motivated with a willingness to work independently and spend extended time in
the Department outside lessons.  

The Art A Level at Ampleforth is an exciting and challenging course. It comprises skills development, including
weekly life drawing and technical workshops, alongside ideas development.

Year 12 students start the year with the transition course which lays the foundations for success at A level,
teaching a greater understanding of the language of art and introducing a range of media and
processes. At the same time, students engage in a series of collaborative and open-ended workshops, designed
to develop their ability to explore ideas and media creatively.

Year 12 students attend a weekly critical studies seminar in which they are introduced to a wide range of ideas
from Bauhaus to Rembrandt, Conceptual Art to Giotto. These can take the form of discussions, films, lectures
or workshops. Alongside this programme students read a set book (currently ‘What am I Looking At?’ by Will
Gompertz) to give them a basic knowledge of 20th century Art History.

We follow the AQA Fine Art Specification at A level, in which students work in one or more of the following
areas of Fine Art: drawing and painting; mixed-media, including collage and assemblage; sculpture; ceramics;
installation; printmaking (relief, intaglio, screen processes and lithography); moving image and photography.
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Drawing is an integral part of the course and students do weekly life drawing class as well as exploring the use
of drawing for different purposes, using a variety of methods and media on a variety of scales.
Knowledge and understanding of both contemporary and historical art is an integral part of the making process
and students explore a wide range of images, artefacts and resources relating to art, craft and design, from the
past and from recent times, including European and non-European examples. Their responses to these examples
become a vital part of their practical and critical work, demonstrating their understanding of different styles,
genres and traditions.

Students learn to reflect on and refine their own work, demonstrating increasing skills and knowledge and most
importantly, creative and intuitive thinking. They become aware of the importance of process as well as product.

This takes place from January of Year 12 to January of Year 13. It includes a written element of no less than
1,000 and no more than 3,000 words which supports the practical work.

This component is a self-directed study based on a personal issue, interest or theme. Students are expected to
work independently, demonstrating increasing confidence in their ability to explore and handle ideas, materials,
techniques and processes. The work that students produce will take into account historical/critical/contextual
elements and evidence of how they have developed their ideas for a final outcome or series of outcomes.

In response to one of a choice of broad starting points, students produce a project of developmental studies
culminating in a 15 hour ‘exam’ to produce a final outcome or series of outcomes. This is an
opportunity to work in depth, carrying out research and investigating a theme of interest, Students will
demonstrate a greater maturity and depth in skills, knowledge and understanding than in Component 1. The
fifteen hours supervised time (exam) takes place during the first half of the Summer Term of Year 13.

The Sixth Form have their own studio and are encouraged to use it as much as they like. It is nearly always
open and students are welcome to use study periods, prep time and Sunday afternoons to develop their work
and explore ideas. The Art Library is an excellent place to research artists, materials and processes, to read art
magazines and generally to become immersed in the arts.

All Sixth Form students take part in the national ARTiculation competition, which involves choosing, researching
and presenting a talk about a work of art or design. This is a challenging and rewarding process, enhancing self-
confidence and leading to the winner moving forward to regional and, possibly, national heats.

Art teaches creativity, an attribute highly sought after in the world of work today, as well as being recognised as
a source of human happiness and satisfaction. Business leaders, economists, engineers, manufacturers - all need
individuals who are able to think creatively, to develop ideas independently and to solve problems imaginatively.
For this reason Art is an excellent subject to take at A level, complementary to any subject. 

Art A level can support an application to many subjects which are not directly linked to art. It is useful if you
wish to study Architecture or a related Design subject. Every year some of our students progress to Art
Foundation Courses or Art-related degree courses such as Textiles, Fashion Photography or Interior Design.
Advice is also given on portfolios for students who wish to apply to study Architecture.
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Biology is a subject concerned with all things living. The department has developed an interesting and
challenging course which we feel gives the best possible grounding for any future biology-related higher
education studies. The course follows the Pearson Edexcel A level Biology A specification (Salters Nuffield), a
context led approach. All the Biology that is studied is done within particular contexts or storylines that run
through each topic. For example, the course begins with the context of heart disease and this is used as a
framework for teaching heart structure and function, blood clotting, basic biochemistry and so on. This gives
students a greater appreciation of how Biology affects the real world whilst still providing a thorough and
rigorous training in Biology that is suitable for all university courses.

• To develop further topics already studied at IGCSE
• To explore the dynamic nature of contemporary Biology
• To develop experimental, analytical and mathematical skills
• To allow an appreciation of the considerable impact of Biology on all our lives

It doesn’t matter whether you have studied Biology or Double Award Science at IGCSE level, but it is
recommended to have grade A/7 (or AA/77) in order to cope with the demands of the A level course. It is also
essential to have a B/6 grade in IGCSE Mathematics, as the A level Biology course contains a significant amount
of Mathematics content making up 10% of all marks in examinations. 

In the first year of study, students will study four topics:  

• Topics covered include heart structure and function, blood clotting 
and atherosclerosis, biochemistry.

• Topics covered include cell membrane structure, transport in and out of 
cells, DNA and protein synthesis, enzyme action, basic genetics and bioethics.  

• Topics covered include cell structure, cell division, stem cells and the 
effect of genes and environment on the characteristics of organisms. 

• Topics covered include biodiversity, evolution, plant cell 
structure and the transport systems of plants, drug testing and the role of zoos in conservation. 

In the second year of study, students will study another four topics: 

• Topics studied include photosynthesis, ecosystems, global warming and 
climate change and evolution. 

• Topics studied include protein synthesis, forensic science 
including genetic profiling, the immune response and disease (HIV disease and Tuberculosis). 

• Topics studied include muscle structure and function, respiration, control of 
breathing and heart rate and thermoregulation.

• Topics studied include the nature of the nerve impulse, the structure and function
of the mammalian brain and genetic modification of organisms. 
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• A short field trip is a compulsory element of A level Biology and this will run for three days during the 
Autumn term of Year 13, taking place at Malham Tarn Field Studies Centre, North Yorkshire.

• In the final examinations questions assessing mathematical skills will constitute 10% of the marks. 

• Practical skills will be tested through questions in written examination papers.

• Practical work will be monitored throughout the two years of the course. Assessment by teachers of 
students’ practical skills will be ongoing as part of the Practical Endorsement at A level. This is separate 
to the A level grade and, if awarded, will be reported as a ‘Pass’ on students’ A level certificates.

There is a noticeable step up in difficulty from IGCSE and an increase in the amount of work expected of
students. Topics 1 and 2 are often particularly challenging at the beginning. Those who have successfully managed
these increased demands have identified some factors that have helped them. These include:

• Staying on top of the work
• Reading ahead of a lesson, or using textbooks to research preps
• Remaining committed, even when the work is difficult
• Being interested in the subject
• Asking questions in and out of the laboratory; seeking help whenever the going gets tough

Providing there is a solid GCSE background in science, particularly Chemistry, and a keen interest in the subject,
Biology can be successfully combined with Arts and Humanities subjects. A level Biology is more difficult
without A level Chemistry, but some extra work can overcome the problem.

Biological Science courses are now highly varied and exciting, offering candidates the opportunity to specialise
in areas of their choice from a relatively early stage.  See the introduction section for more information about
the significance of Biology in support of applications for Medicine, Veterinary or Dental Science.
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The study of Business allows an individual to develop a critical understanding of firms, the customers they serve
and how they operate.  The course follows the AQA specification.

• To be aware that business behaviour can be studied from the perspectives of a range of stakeholders 
including customers, managers, creditors, owners, shareholders and employees.

• To consider the internal workings and management of organisations and, in particular, the process of 
decision making in a dynamic environment.

• To appreciate economic, environmental, ethical, governmental, legal, social and technological issues 
associated with business activity.

There is no formal prerequisite for entry on to the course, but suitable candidates should be both numerate
and literate.  A minimum B/5 grade in GCSE Mathematics and a C/4 grade in English Language are
recommended.  It is assumed that candidates have had no prior exposure to the subject.

Students investigate a variety of businesses using the content listed below:

• What is business?
• Managers, leadership and decision making
• Decision making to improve marketing performance, operational performance, financial performance 

and human resource performance
• Analysing the strategic position of a business
• Choosing strategic direction
• Strategic methods
• Managing strategic change

At the end of the course students are examined in a variety of ways, including, short answer multiple choice
style questions, data response, extended essays and case studies.  

The Young Enterprise programme is now available to all Business students.  Those who take part are exposed to
real life decision making and find the experience offers them a useful insight into just how difficult it is to be an
entrepreneur.  This helps to reinforce the knowledge learnt in lessons and acts as a catalyst for students to
understand in greater depth what it is really like to run a business.

The Student Investor activity is offered to all Sixth Form students who wish to gain an understanding of the
world of business finance.  Students will gain an understanding of financial markets and the ways businesses raise
funds through these markets.  There may be an opportunity to gain an additional professional qualification
through this activity which will complement A level Business. 
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Having not encountered the discipline before, many students find the subject both refreshing and challenging.
Students can feel somewhat overwhelmed when first exposed to Business, as they are required to familiarise
themselves with specialised terminology and to master its use quickly.  Students often fail to appreciate that
while the mathematics involved is not particularly difficult, they are exposed to simple mathematics throughout
the course.  Students find the skill of identifying and exploiting the seemingly disparate areas of the course
demanding.  However, with the benefit of experience, the conscientious student usually finds this advanced skill
of synthesis accessible over time.

Business is a social science and as such can be effectively combined with other social sciences such as
Economics, Politics and Geography.  Many of the skills involved are transferable and the study of one of these
subjects will complement and enhance contextual appreciation of the other.

Business is widely regarded by university Admission Tutors as being a rigorous subject that develops the
application of number, communication, IT skills, independent learning, team working and problem solving skills.
It provides, therefore, a sound foundation for the higher study of most academic courses.
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Chemistry is the study of materials: how they are made, their properties, their uses and their interaction.  The
department follows the AQA course.

• Develop students’ understanding of the major chemical concepts
• Teach students how to raise questions, investigate them and develop explanations based on firm 

scientific evidence
• To equip students with the skills to engage in debate/discussion on ethical and moral scientific issues

It doesn’t matter whether you have studied Chemistry or Double Award Science at IGCSE level, but it is
advisable to have grade A/7 (or AA/77) in order to cope with the demands of the course.  It is also essential to
have a B/6 grade in IGCSE Mathematics.

The study of atomic structure, amount of substance, bonding, energetics, kinetics, chemical
equilibria and Le Chatelier's principle, oxidation, reduction and redox equations, thermodynamics, rate
equations, equilibrium constant Kc for homogeneous systems, electrode potentials and electrochemical cells
and acids and bases.

The study of eriodicity, Group 2, Group 7, Properties of Period 3 elements and their
oxides, transition metals and reactions of ions in aqueous solution.

The study of alkanes, halogenoalkanes, alkenes, alcohols, organic analysis, optical isomerism,
aldehydes and ketones, carboxylic acids and derivatives, aromatic chemistry, amines, polymers, amino acids,
proteins and DNA, organic synthesis, nuclear magnetic resonance spectroscopy and chromatography. 

Many students notice an increase in the amount of work required of them at A level in comparison with IGCSE.
There is much greater emphasis on completing background reading and checking your understanding of
concepts as you go along.  Those who willingly take responsibility for their own learning do best.  Current Sixth
Form chemists suggested the following ‘survival tips:’

• Keep your notes organised.  Read ahead in the text books and practical activity sheets and review the 
work you have covered to improve your understanding.

• Make effective use of lesson time.  Don’t leave preps until the last minute. 
• Don’t be afraid to admit a topic is tricky.  Ask your teachers for help as soon as you are uncertain and 

make use of the support classes offered by the department.

Those subjects which complement Chemistry, either because there are common skills required or because
there is some overlap in content, include Biology, Physics and Mathematics.

Chemistry/Chemical Sciences courses are now highly varied and offer candidates the opportunity to specialise
in areas of their choice from an early stage.  
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Theology is the systematic and rational study of religious truth.  The Christian Theology Department aims for
academic excellence, demanding disciplined study, critical reflection and analysis of perceptions, opinions, values
and beliefs.  We aim to ensure that students are philosophically, religiously, morally and socially aware and have
developed the ability to listen to other peoples’ points of view even if they conflict with their own.  We aim to
foster free thinking, open debate and a genuine love of learning.  An open mind is essential.  The course follows
the OCR specification.

A GCSE B/6 grade in Christian Theology (or Religious Studies) is desirable, though it is recognised that a
number of Sixth Form entrants have not had the opportunity of studying Christian Theology (or Religious
Studies) at GCSE.  GCSE Religious Studies is not a pre-requisite.

There are three units in the A level course:

• Philosophy of Religion
• Ethics
• Developments in Religious Thought

Learners will study:

• Ancient philosophical influences
• Arguments for the existence and non-existence of God
• The challenge for religious belief of the problem of evil
• The nature of the soul
• Ethical theories
• Practical ethics
• Religious beliefs, values and teachings

With reference to philosophers and theologians such as Plato, Aristotle, Aquinas, Wittgenstein, Hume,
Descartes, Kant, Ayer, Sartre and Freud, the most fundamental questions of human belief are addressed.  Sixth
Form students are invited to join one of our two academic Theology and Philosophy societies to explore these
vast questions in more depth if they wish. 

Students often remark on the difference in subject matter between the GCSE that they have studied in Year 11
and the material offered at A level.  The content in the Sixth Form is focused upon philosophical debate and an
analysis of competing ethical theories.

Many students also notice quite a step up from GCSE to A level Christian Theology and so the Department
quite deliberately attempts to bridge the gap with an ‘Introduction to Theology’ in the first few weeks of term.
There is an increase in the amount of work expected (including reading around the subject), and it is important
to work consistently and carefully, asking for help as and when needed.  Students are expected to take more
responsibility for their own progress.

Those who have studied the course have noticed the importance of consistent hard work, good organisation
and time management.  They further comment that the topic headings above cover a broad range of material,
with an accent on modern issues that are relevant to them, and emphasise the importance of learning to master
the material and how to construct well-argued coherent essays.
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Christian Theology combines well with any subject.

Each year a significant number of students apply to read Theology and/or Philosophy at university.  However, as
an analytical subject, Theology is an excellent preparation for reading any of the humanities or social sciences.
Popular degree courses for Christian Theology students are: Theology, Philosophy, Law, History, English
Literature, PPE, Politics and Anthropology.  It is also an excellent way to demonstrate breadth of academic
interest when applying for scientific degrees.  Former students have commented on how useful they have found
their knowledge of ethical enquiry when studying both Medicine and Economics.  

This course is compulsory for those students who do not opt to take Christian Theology as an A level subject.
The course lasts for one year.  This Year 12 course provides a simple and straightforward, yet thought
provoking, introduction to the history of the Church as well as looking at other religions. 
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The Classics Department offers A levels in each of Greek, Latin and Ancient History.  Greek and Latin form a
natural combination, although they can be studied separately in the Sixth Form.  In all subjects candidates sit the
OCR examination.  

• Provide an opportunity to study some of the great works of Greek literature in their original language.
• Enable students to enjoy a secure and confident understanding of the language.
• Provide profound insights into the roots of Western civilisation.
• Equip students with transferable skills for which there is strong demand from employers and 

universities, through rigorous mental and linguistic training.

Grade 6 in Classical Greek GCSE or its alternative in another educational system is necessary.

There are four component elements.

This paper comprises 33% of the A level.  Students will translate a passage of 
Greek prose and a passage of verse, both by named authors, into English.

This paper comprises 17% of the A level.  Students either 
translate a passage of English into Greek or answer questions on both the content of a passage of 
Greek and its accidence and syntax, as well as translating some of the passage.

This paper comprises 25% of the A level.  Students study two texts in depth and 
additional literature in translation to understand the context from which the set texts have been taken. 
Plato, Thucydides and Xenophon are the authors currently prescribed.

This paper comprises 25% of the A level.  As above, students study two texts in depth and
additional literature in translation to understand the context from which the set texts have been 
taken.  Homer, Sophocles and Aristophanes are the authors currently prescribed.

Most students who choose to undertake Greek in the Sixth Form are highly motivated and ambitious and so
while the level of work required is higher than at GCSE, they can manage the transition without undue difficulty.
This is an unusual and intellectually demanding subject, consequently all students taking Greek in the Sixth Form
are encouraged from the outset to consider an Oxbridge application as a suitable target.

Greek is usefully studied in combination with Latin, although it can be taken without Latin by students who are
not considering studying Classics at university.  It may also be profitably combined with Mathematics and
Further Mathematics, English Literature, History or Christian Theology because there is a clear overlap in
content or skills with these subjects.  However, any combination involving Greek is possible: its logic and
precision make it a popular subject to be combined with sciences also.
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Classics is known for its intellectual rigour and for this reason Greek is highly regarded as a qualification by
universities and a wide range of employers in Law, Stockbroking and Accountancy, to name but a few.
Prominent people who have studied Greek A level include Baroness Susan Greenfield, the Director of the Royal
Institution and Fullerian Professor of Physiology at Oxford University, and Colin Dexter, author of the Inspector
Morse stories.  A high proportion of our students apply to read Classics at leading universities and between
2002 and 2017, 19 Ampleforth students have been successful in winning places to study Classics at Oxford or
Cambridge.

• Provide an opportunity to study and enjoy some of the great works of Latin literature in their 
original language.

• Enable students to enjoy a secure and confident understanding of the language.
• Provide profound insights into the roots of Western civilisation.
• Equip students with transferable skills for which there is strong demand from employers and 

universities, through rigorous mental and linguistic training.

Grade 6 in Latin GCSE or its alternative in another educational system is required.

There are four component elements. 

This paper comprises 33% of the A level.  Students will translate a passage of Latin 
prose and a passage of verse, both by named authors, into English.

This paper comprises 17% of the A level.  Students either 
translate a passage of English into Latin or answer questions on both the content of a passage of Latin 
and its accidence and syntax, as well as translating some of the passage.

This paper comprises 25% of the A level.  Students study two texts in depth and 
additional literature in translation to understand the context from which the set texts have been taken. 
Cicero and Tacitus are the authors currently prescribed.

This paper comprises 25% of the A level.  As above, students study two texts in depth and
additional literature in translation to understand the context from which the set texts have been 
taken. Vergil, Ovid, Propertius and Tibullus are the authors currently prescribed.

Most students who choose to undertake Latin in the Sixth Form are highly motivated and ambitious and so
while the level of work required is higher than at GCSE, they can manage the transition without undue difficulty.
This is a demanding and deeply satisfying course of study which develops skills of analysis, logic and linguistic
awareness.  



30

AMPLEFORTH COLLEGE

Latin is commonly and usefully studied in combination with Greek, though you should not be deterred from
choosing Latin if you do intend to choose Greek: most of our Sixth Form Latin students are not taking Greek.
Latin may also be usefully combined with Mathematics and Further Mathematics, English Literature, History or
Christian Theology because there is a clear overlap in content or skills with these subjects.  However, any
combination involving Latin is possible and indeed desirable.

Classics is known for its intellectual rigour and for this reason Latin is highly regarded as a qualification by a
wide range of universities and employers in Law, Stockbroking and Accountancy, to name but a few.  Prominent
people who have studied Latin A level include the author JK Rowling and Sir Anthony Cleaver, Chairman of IBM
UK.  A high proportion of our students apply to read Classics at leading universities and between 2002 and
2017, 19 Ampleforth students were successful in winning places to study Classics at Oxford or Cambridge.

This subject caters for those with an interest in the ancient world, but who do not wish to read Latin and
Greek authors in the original languages.  It deals with various aspects of Greek and Roman culture, including
art, literature, philosophy and religion.  The overwhelming feature is the study of Roman and Greek history.

• To acquire, through studying historical sources, knowledge and understanding of selected aspects of 
Greek and Roman civilisation and history.

• To develop awareness of the similarities and differences between the Classical world and later times, 
and thus gain sensitivity to societies whose values and priorities contrast with those of the modern 
world.

• To master the necessary techniques to be able to apply critical and evaluative skills to evidence of 
different kinds from the materials studied.

• To foster enthusiasm for the achievements of the Classical world.

There are no specific entry requirements for this course beyond a C/4 grade in GCSE English Language.  It is
assumed that candidates have had no prior exposure to the subject.

There are four units which are examined in two papers at the end of Year 13.

Relations between Greek states and between Greek and non-Greek states, 492-404 BC.
This explores the conflict between the Greek states and their mighty neighbour to the east, the Persian Empire.
Subsequently, the conflict among the different Greek states and its consequences are examined and analysed. 
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A choice from one of the following three topics: 

a) The culture and Politics of Athens 460-399 BC. This is a wide ranging and exciting period of history. It involves
the study of Greek architecture, drama and philosophy and the role of women and slaves. The very words
Politics (concerning the city) and Democracy (people power) originated in Athens at this time. 

b) The society and Politics of Sparta 478-404 BC. This offers a fascinating insight into the culture and politics of
Sparta. It includes the study of education, women and warfare.

c) The rise of Macedon 359-323 BC. This topic involves the career of Philip of Macedon and the campaigns of
Alexander the Great. 

The Julio-Claudian Emperors 31BC-68 AD. We will study the characters, often colourful
and sometimes insane,  of the first five Roman emperors Augustus, Tiberius, Gaius (Caligula), Claudius and Nero
(the most dysfunctional royal family in history), using Roman source materials which are often gossipy and far
from complimentary about their subjects. Their attitudes towards religion, the effect of their reigns on the
ordinary people of Rome, conspiracies and challenges to power and Augustus’ building programme (of which
much evidence can be seen in Rome today) will be considered. 

A choice from one of three topics:

a) The Breakdown of the Late Republic 88-31 BC. This period of study includes the assassination of Julius
Caesar and Spartacus’ slave revolt. We shall study corruption and intimidation during elections, as well as social
unrest and Civil War. You will be able to draw many parallels with the modern world and also see how radically
different the ancient world was, too. 

b) The Flavians AD 68-96 This topic explores the development of political power and propaganda in the early
Roman empire during the dynasty of the Flavian emperors. There is much political intrigue and power struggles. 

c) The Romans in Britain  AD 43-128. This topic explores the Roman conquest and governorship of Britain. We
will look at the effect of Roman rule and British resistance to it. 

Students who have an interest in a range of different disciplines, from literature to exploring the roots of
Western civilisation to more historical topics, find the variety offered by Ancient History rewarding and
enjoyable.  They learn to appreciate how much the Greek and Roman worlds form the backbone of much of
Western culture.  Ancient History therefore interrelates with other A levels such as Christian Theology, Politics,
History and English in particular.  Ancient History also develops analytical and essay-writing skills, which are
cross-curricular and prepare a student well for any Humanities degree at university.  It is an interesting subject,
which is offered in only a few schools and therefore a good opportunity to try something new.  
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Computer Science is the study of computers and computational systems.  It provides students with an
understanding of how technology in the world around us works, along with the implications of using such
technology.  It encompasses theoretical ideas about how information is stored and processed and how we can
express the instructions necessary to perform a useful computation.  It is also about practical techniques for
the creation of new computer software and hardware.  The department follows the AQA course.

• To develop students’ understanding of computational concepts.
• To teach students how to create efficient algorithmic problems and equip them with the programming 

skills required to create those solutions.
• To equip students with the skills to engage in debate and discussion on ethical and moral issues that are

brought about by the use of technology in the modern world.

It is not required to have previously studied Computer Science at GCSE level.  It is however essential to have a
B/6 grade in GCSE or IGCSE Mathematics.

A 2½ hour written paper covering theory topics of Programming and all the associated
knowledge such as data structures and algorithm development.  This paper is undertaken at a computer where
students work on code provided by the examination board to create working solutions in a timed scenario.

A 2½ hour written paper. This is a ‘traditional’ written paper and covers theory topics such as
Fundamentals of Computer Systems, Consequences of Uses of Computing, Databases, Big Data and Functional
Programming.

This is a project that is completed in Year 12.  Students create a working solution
to a problem of their choice in a programming language of their choice; there is wonderful opportunity here for
students to demonstrate their flair.

Students who have studied this subject at GCSE find the step up to A level significant but manageable.  The
programming skills required increase in complexity, but they build upon previously established concepts.  Those
who have not studied the subject before find it fascinating and rewarding to see their concepts being instantly
realised on the screen.  Those who flourish in this subject often have a natural interest in technology, a logical
mind and are intrigued by how technology affects what we do every day.

It is possible to take A level Computer Science with just about any other subject.  The subjects which naturally
complement Computer Science are Mathematics and Physics due to the logical nature of those subjects. 

The field of Computer Science is widely regarded as the only industry left in Britain where there is a job
shortage and there is a wealth of potential jobs within the industry. App development, database management
and User Interface design are popular options, but Cyber Security is one of the biggest and most key areas of
development in the modern world.
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Design and Technology is concerned with meeting human needs through design, manufacturing and appropriate
use of technologies. This subject is especially relevant to those with career interests in engineering, architecture,
product design or business management. The equal weighting between the exams and non-examined assessment
project also appeals to many students. We focus on ‘design for good’ with students investigating real world
problems and products. The department follows the AQA Design and Technology: Product Design specification.

• To develop individual analytical, creative and problem-solving skills including sketching and computer 
aided design skills.

• To evaluate the influences, benefits and weaknesses of designing and technologies on all our lives.
• To develop an understanding of common materials and the means of production.
• To experience handling technological devices and systems.
• To develop an appreciation of the environmental impacts of design and technological activities.

A GCSE grade B/6 in Design and Technology is desirable, though it is recognised that a number of Sixth Form
entrants have not had the opportunity of studying this subject. 

(25% of A level).  This covers a wide range of design factors includingmaterial
properties, ergonomics, computer aided design and manufacture, health and safety, intellectual property,
sustainability, historical design movements, quality, international standards and the practice of design in society.
It is examined as a 2.5 hour written paper at the end of Year 13. 

(25% of A level).  A 1.5 hour written exam requiring students to
analyse products critically and demonstrate detailed technical understanding of materials as well as commercial
manufacturing processes is taken at the end of Year 13.

(50% of A level).  This is a ‘design and make’ task
requiring students to design for a specific client or user group and develop a practical solution through an
iterative process of designing, modelling, testing and evaluating with a digital design portfolio recording this
journey.

Candidates are encouraged to choose their own design projects in response to real needs in society.  Students
must be prepared to use their prep time and other extracurricular slots to access the facilities in the Sunley
Centre in order to complete projects to a good standard.  Many projects require the purchase of specialist
components, incurring some expense; costing is amongst the guidance given when candidates are choosing their
design projects.

Students find that the coursework projects are both the most enjoyable and the most demanding part of the
course.  The freedom to choose and develop individual projects is motivating, creative and satisfying.  The
workload in completing all stages of the coursework requires consistent work rates and attention to deadlines,
but students speak of the process as rewarding. Students particularly value the student-centred style of teaching
in Design and Technology and the open dialogue which characterises many lessons.  They find that the more
they contribute to discussion, the more progress is made.
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Design and Technology is a cross-curricular subject and draws upon students’ skills and knowledge in many
areas.  Physics and Mathematics complement it well and students considering Engineering will need these.
Business and Art courses also relate particularly well to much of the course. 

Drama and Theatre is concerned with the study of live performance: you will hone your skills as a theatre
maker, as well as analysing theatrical practitioners of the past and present to reach an understanding of what
creates great theatre.  The course follows the AQA specification.

• To develop and apply an informed, analytical framework for making, performing, interpreting and 
understanding drama and theatre

• To gain an understanding and appreciation of how social, cultural and historical contexts of 
performance texts have influenced the development of drama and theatre

• To understand the practices used in 21st century theatre making
• To experience a range of opportunities to create theatre both published text-based and devised work

As the course requires a wide experience of theatre, we visit the theatre as often as possible.  We also invite
practitioners in for workshops.  Previous workshops have included: Greek Theatre with the Actors of Dionysus;
Mask; Hip-Hop and Contemporary Dance; Physical Theatre with Frantic Assembly and a day-long workshop
with the UK Touring Theatre. 

What's assessed: knowledge and understanding of drama and theatre; study of two set plays, chosen from set
lists; analysis and evaluation of the work of live theatre makers.  

How it's assessed: written exam: 3 hours (80 marks); open book (40% of A level).

Questions

• Section A: one question (from a choice) on one of the set plays (25 marks)
• Section B: one two part question on a given extract from one of the set plays (25 marks)
• Section C: one question on the work of theatre makers in a single live theatre production (30 marks)

Choices of set plays include: Antigone, Much Ado About Nothing, The Servant of Two Masters, Hedda Gabler, The
Caucasian Chalk Circle, Yerma, The Glass Menagerie, Metamorphosis, Bronte and Our Country’s Good.

What's assessed: process of creating devised drama; performance of devised drama (students may contribute as
performer, designer or director); devised piece must be influenced by the work and methodologies of one
prescribed practitioner.  

How it's assessed: working notebook (40 marks - 60 marks in total); devised performance (20 marks - 30% of A
level).  This component is internally marked and externally moderated.
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What's assessed: practical exploration and interpretation of three extracts (Extract 1, 2 and 3) each taken from
a different play (of the students’/teacher’s choice); methodology of a prescribed practitioner must be applied to
Extract 3; Extract 3 is to be performed as a final assessed piece (students may contribute as performer, designer
or director); reflective report analysing and evaluating theatrical interpretation of all three extracts.  

How it's assessed: performance of Extract 3 (40 marks - 60 marks in total); reflective report (20 marks - 30% of
A level).

Students who have studied this course have suggested that the following advice is useful:

• Be prepared to write essays, it’s not all practical
• It is vital to be able to work well in a team,  as theatre making is a collaborative process
• You must be self-motivated and disciplined in your approach to practical work
• You must be prepared to ‘have a go;’ it’s more fun when you do

Drama and Theatre is an obvious companion for English Literature, English Language, Classics or any other
subject which involves the study of dramatic literature.  History and Politics also provide valid and useful
contextual links.  The main requirement is an enthusiasm for Theatre and with this in mind could be taken with
any other combination of subjects.

The Drama and Theatre A level course is an obvious first step to a career in the Theatre, whether as a
performer, designer, director or critic.  For those wishing to apply for degrees in complementary subjects, it
demonstrates a wider interest in dramatic literature.  Universities will also be aware that you have developed
your skills of analysis and the ability to write precisely.  A Drama and Theatre qualification will also improve your
confidence and skills in public speaking situations, a particularly useful tool for those wishing to study Law.

.
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The study of Economics looks at how societies and individuals organise themselves to secure and improve
material wellbeing.  It looks at the issues which affect decisions in everyday life such as those of an individual
when choosing a career path or whether or not to buy a house.  It also studies the collective decisions that
governments make, such as whether or not to raise taxes or to cut spending on key public services.  The course
follows the Pearson Edexcel Economics A specification

• To apply economic concepts and theories in a range of contexts and to appreciate their value and 
limitations in explaining ‘real world’ phenomena.

• To analyse, explain and evaluate the strengths and weakness of the market economy and the role of the 
government within it.

• To participate effectively in society as citizens, producers and consumers.

There is no formal prerequisite for entry on to the course, but suitable candidates should be both numerate
and literate.  Minimum grades B/5 in GCSE Mathematics and English Language are highly desirable.  It is assumed
that candidates have had no prior exposure to the subject.

Students undertake three papers based upon the following themes:

• Theme 1 – Introduction to markets/market failure
• Theme 2 – The UK economy
• Theme 3 – Business behaviour and labour markets
• Theme 4 – A global perspective

Assessment is in the form of multiple choice style questions, data response and extended essay writing.

Having not encountered the discipline before, many students find the subject both refreshing and challenging.
However, it is important to bear in mind that:

• Many students feel somewhat overwhelmed when first exposed to Economics, as they are required to 
familiarise themselves rapidly with specialised terminology and to master its use soon afterwards.

• Students can fail to appreciate that while the mathematics involved is not particularly difficult, they are 
exposed to simple applications of mathematics throughout the course.  Students should be comfortable
with percentages and index numbers, as well as interpreting graphs and simple numerical data. 

• Students who are engaged with current affairs and who enjoy discussion of contemporary events will 
often fare better than those who have a limited understanding of contemporary issues.  Economics is 
highly engaged with the world around us and students would do well to keep up-to-date with political 
and economic discussion in the media.
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The Student Investor activity is offered as a complementary activity to all Sixth Form students who wish to gain
an understanding of the world of business finance.  Students will gain an understanding of financial markets and
the ways by which businesses raise funds through these markets.  There may be an opportunity to gain an
additional professional qualification through this activity, which will complement the study of Economics.

Economics is a social science and as such can be effectively combined with other social sciences such as
Business, Politics and Geography.  Many of the skills involved are transferable and the study of one of these
subjects will complement and enhance contextual appreciation of the other.  Economics is complemented by
Mathematics, as many Economics degree courses will require Mathematics A level.  Caution must be exercised,
however, when choosing Business and Economics, as some universities do not look favourably on this
combination.

Economics is widely regarded by university Admission Tutors as being a rigorous subject that develops the
application of number, communication, IT skills, independent learning, team working and problem solving skills.
It provides, therefore, a sound foundation for the higher study of most academic courses.
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This is a subject for students whose first language is not English. On entry to the school students are given an
English test (Cambridge English Placement Test). If the test shows that a student’s level of English is not of a
standard high enough to cope adequately with their other subjects, or for entry to a British university, they
must follow the EAL course. This is also true for current international Ampleforth students who fail to get a
grade C or higher in IGCSE First Language English or who take IGCSE Second Language or B2 First Certificate
in English (FCE) in Year 11. We offer the internationally recognised IELTS exam, a compulsory qualification for
overseas applicants to UK universities who do not have English Language GCSE. The IELTS course is a
timetabled option followed for one year with the IELTS exam taken as part of the summer examinations.

The primary aim is to develop the students’ proficiency in English to the highest possible standard by:

• Following a comprehensive course of study in all aspects of the language.
• Helping students to become independent learners in possession of knowledge and skills that will offer 

enrichment in their personal and professional lives.
• Facilitating wherever possible their integration into the wider life of the school.
• Helping them to develop understanding of and sensitivity towards the society in which they now live.
• Enabling them to achieve the qualifications required for British university entry.

This is not an optional course: it depends on the individual’s level of English. We do not cater for complete
beginners and expect students to have a level of fluency high enough to meet the demands of a broader
curriculum. Most of our students will sit IGCSE First Language English or Second Language English at the end of
Year 11. A student who achieves a C or above in First Language English will need no further EAL support as
they will have reached a high enough standard of English to access the curriculum independently and this grade
will also allow them to access most UK Universities. A student with a D or lower in First Language English
IGCSE or a student who has taken Second Language English IGCSE or B2 First Certificate (FCE) will have to
continue with EAL in Year 12 and take the IELTS exam. This is because their English will require further support
and because a UK University application will require an IELTS certificate. Students wishing to study at Oxford
University, but who do not have a GCSE qualification in English, will also be required to follow the IELTS course.

The course prepares students for the IELTS examination. EAL support sessions run on Monday and Wednesday
afternoons: EAL students can use these sessions for additional language support for preps in other subjects as
well as their formal EAL work.  Students will benefit from a vocabulary-driven course with a focus on the
reading and writing skills needed to score well in the academic module of the examination. Exam technique for
speaking and listening will also be covered and students are encouraged to complete independent work. 

The IELTS course follows from and naturally builds on the work that students have done for IGCSE or B2 First
Certificate. IELTS emphasises skills that a University requires of their undergraduates so formal, analytical and
argumentative writing, skimming and scanning academic articles and formal oral presentation skills are key.
Above all, success in the subject depends on the willingness to read closely and to read widely, to engage in
English is all aspects of life and to complete the weekly written tasks with care and enthusiasm. 
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Reading great literature enables us to reflect on all facets of human experience and to appreciate the range and
variety of language. The English Department teaches the AQA English Literature B specification. In this syllabus,
texts are studied within their literary and cultural contexts, and students learn about a number of critical
approaches, discovering how texts can be read in different ways, depending on the perspective of the reader.

• To read, understand and enjoy some of the great writing of the past, as well as the best in 
contemporary writing, from the 18th century to last year’s Booker Prize shortlist.

• To participate in the full potential of language, developing the capacity for independent thought, critical 
discrimination and sophisticated writing.

A commitment to reading and a willingness to exercise the mind and imagination with energy, independence
and creativity.  A minimum of grade B/6 in GCSE/IGCSE English Language and GCSE/IGCSE English Literature. 

This is a two and a half hour paper and is worth 40% of the A level.  For this unit, students study ‘Aspects of
Tragedy’ and read a minimum of three texts: Shakespeare’s Othello, Miller’s Death of a Salesman and Hardy’s
Tess of the D’Urbervilles. As well as reading the texts themselves, the course focuses on the meaning, history
and traditions of tragedy as a genre and as a response to human experience. In the exam candidates write a
commentary on a selected passage from Othello, an essay on Othello as a tragic text, and an essay exploring
the ways in which Death of a Salesman and Tess of the D’Urbervilles might be understood as tragic works. 

For this unit, ‘Elements of Crime Writing’, students read three texts: Shakespeare’s Hamlet, Coleridge’s The Rime
of the Ancient Mariner and Atkinson’s When will there be Good News? In addition to studying the texts
themselves, students examine the cultural, social and literary contexts in which writing about crime has been
understood. In the exam, students write a commentary on one unseen piece of writing, an essay on one of their
three set texts exploring an element of crime writing, and a third essay on the crime genre, with reference to
the two other set texts.

This is made up of two coursework essays of up to 1500 words each, is internally marked and is worth 20% of
the A level.  For this unit, there is a relatively free choice of texts (including texts in translation). Students write
one essay on the work of a poet nominated by the department and one essay on a work of prose fiction
nominated by the students themselves. Students design their own essay titles, with the support of the
department, and produce an analysis of each text informed by a different theoretical approach to literature, as
defined by AQA’s anthology of critical writing: this currently invites students to consider narrative, Marxist,
feminist, eco-critical and other approaches to reading texts. Students are encouraged to select their own texts
for these essays, following a range of wider reading in Year 12.

The A level course in English Literature builds on the reading students have done for (I)GCSE. The A level
emphasises rather more the value of reading texts in the contexts of their genres and their cultural settings;
you will be encouraged to make independent critical judgements based on your wider reading. Success in the
subject depends upon your willingness to read closely and to read widely, to be creative in your response, to
follow up your interests and to spend time preparing your weekly essays
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English Literature makes a good combination with any subject. Literary texts give insight into human behaviour,
different cultures, philosophical ideas, extreme experience and they exercise our moral imagination. They also
expose the reader to a range of language, expertly used, from a variety of historical periods. Traditional
combinations are with History, the Classics, Theatre Studies and Modern Languages, but the subject can also
provide a creative balance with Mathematics, Modern Studies or the Life Sciences. Medical schools, for example,
are always enthusiastic about applicants who have spread their options and taken English with two or more
science subjects at A level.

English is one of the most popular university subjects and universities offer an exciting range of approaches to
the study of English language and literature. A good arts degree can lead in many directions: towards law,
journalism, public relations, advertising, business and commerce, teaching and writing, and related professions.
English is not a ‘vocational’ subject but whatever your ambitions, the communication (especially writing) and
reading skills you will acquire will stand you in good stead for the future, as well as provide the foundation for a
lifetime’s profitable reading.
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A level Geography has evolved to provide the knowledge and skills for university and the modern workplace.
The course enables students to explore and evaluate contemporary geographical questions and issues such as
the consequences of globalisation, responses to hazards, water insecurity and climate change. The content gives
students the opportunity to develop an in-depth understanding of physical and human geography, the
complexity of people and environment questions and issues and to become critical, reflective and independent
learners. The course content is framed by enquiry questions that encourage an investigative and evaluative
approach to learning, integrating the assessment of geographical skills with knowledge and understanding. 
A level Geography enables students to engage critically with real world issues and places, apply their own
geographical knowledge, understanding and skills to make sense of the world around them, and to help prepare
them to succeed in their chosen pathway. It enables students to become responsible, knowledgeable and skilful
citizens, developing a wide range of transferable skills.

A GCSE grade C/4 or above in Geography is recommended. A foundation of knowledge at GCSE level is usual,
but students who have not studied Geography are not necessarily barred from A level entry. In such cases, early
discussion and expression of interest with the Head of Department is advised.

• Tectonic Processes and Hazards
• Landscape Systems, Processes and Change
• The Water Cycle and Water Insecurity
• The Carbon Cycle and Energy Security
• Climate Change Futures

• Globalisation
• Shaping Places
• Superpowers
• Global Development and Connections

of a geographical issue within a place-
based context.  It is linked to three synoptic themes and is rooted in two or more of the compulsory content
areas.  The synoptic themes are:
• Players
• Attitudes and actions
• Futures and uncertainties

The student defines a question or issue for investigation, relating to any aspect of geography contained in the
course. The report will incorporate field work data and the student’s own research, evidence independent
analysis and evaluation of data, presentation of findings and extending writing.
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A level Geography is a challenging course demanding significantly greater breadth and depth of knowledge than
at GCSE, much of which you will develop through your own research. You will need to be motivated to do
independent research and have a keen interest in current affairs and topical issues. For the highest grades you
should be prepared to undertake a significant amount of wider reading. You will also need to be able to critically
analyse issues, evaluate outcomes and have the ability to interpret data, maps and graphs. We are fortunate to
have four full days of fieldwork in the course, which will develop your understanding of the key concepts and
processes and promote independent research skills, as well as forming the basis of your independent
investigation.

Geography acts as an excellent bridging subject between the arts and the sciences as it involves the use of skills,
techniques and knowledge from each. It is therefore a good subject to combine with almost any A level. It
shares essay writing skills with humanities subjects and data interpretation with Mathematics and science
subjects. There is overlap in content with all sciences, Economics, Politics and History. 

Many of our students go on to study Geography or related courses at university. The cross-disciplinary nature
of the subject makes it a useful foundation for many degrees. Combined with this, the transferable skills of a
high level of literacy, numeracy, reporting skills, an ability to collect and analyse data, well-developed skills in ICT
and a problem-solving mentality mean that Geography graduates experience some of the lowest levels of
graduate unemployment and are prized by industry. Employers value the strategic skills and breadth of
knowledge that geographers bring to the workplace. 
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The A level History course aims to engage students in a study of some of the most significant events that
shaped our past and to develop the skills they need to support a range of university degrees.  It examines
events such as the English Civil War, the transformation of Europe between the Napoleonic and First World
Wars and the rise of Germany. We look at their causes and their impact; we study people in power and why
they acted as they did, and we look at the roles that ordinary people and other factors, such as political ideas
and economic forces, played.

Candidates usually have a grade C/4 or better in GCSE History, but it is possible for students with a lower
grade, or who have not taken GCSE History, to be admitted to the course and achieve success. 

At A level students study three examined units and do one piece of Coursework. Of these, one unit must be
British and one must be European or world history and the period covered must span at least two hundred
years. This makes for a rich and varied course, though there are common themes that link many of the units –
for example, revolutions.

In the British unit we study James I, Charles I, the English Civil War, the execution of Charles I and
the Protectorate of Oliver Cromwell. The focus is on the political and religious tensions and that led to such
dramatic developments. The unit studies what happened and why, through both primary and secondary sources,
and is covered in Year 12. It is examined in a 1 hour and 30 minutes paper and comprises 25% of the A level.

In the European/world unit, we study France between the French Revolution and the collapse of the
Second Empire of Napoleon III. We start with the battle of Waterloo and finish with a war that had an even
greater impact, the Franco-Prussian War. The focus is on the political, religious and economic tensions that led
to four rapid fire revolutions in France between 1830 and 1870, turbulence unparalleled in modern European
history. This unit is studied in Year 12. It is examined in a 1 hour paper and comprises 15% of the A level.

In the Themes and Interpretations in history unit we study the challenge of German
Nationalism 1789-1919, looking at developments that changed Europe and the world. We look at how Germany
took a ‘wrong turn’ and went from being liberal and peaceable to right wing and aggressive, culminating in two
world wars, Nazism, the Holocaust and other seismic events. In so doing, we also look at three topics in depth –
the failure of the liberal revolutions in 1848-49, the unification of Germany through Bismarck’s wars of 1864-71
and the slide to war under Kaiser Wilhelm II. This unit is studied in Year 13. It is examined in a 2 hour and 30
minutes paper and comprises 40% of the A level.

In the Coursework unit students write a 3-4,000 word essay on a topic of their own choice. It
may be linked to topics previously studied or it can be completely new. The department has particular
specialisms in the American Revolution and War of Independence, the Tudors and Stuarts in England and Nazi
Germany, all of which provide a rich source of fascinating questions.  It is a great opportunity for students to
pursue their own interests. It is done in Year 13 and comprises 20% of the A level.
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Most students find that the step up from GCSE History is a smooth and enjoyable one.  The topics are
refreshingly new and the analysis deeper, but the Department’s teaching methods are geared towards ensuring
that students of all abilities have the understanding and skills required to maximise their potential.  The key
qualities for a successful student include:

• An interest in finding out about important people and events in the past.
• A willingness to act on guidance from the teacher and to work hard.
• An ability to argue a case, but at the same time an openness to different points of view.
• An ability to read and write moderate amounts (about 3-4 pages) for research and for essays.
• If aiming for a top grade, a willingness to read some short articles, to debate and argue their case and to

think more deeply about issues.

History combines well with all other subjects, adding depth to those specialising in Classics, Humanities or
Social Sciences and breadth to those specialising in Sciences or Languages. It is common, therefore, for
historians to do other Humanities subjects like English or Christian Theology if their main aptitudes are in those
areas, but also for mathematicians, scientists or linguists to have History as one of their choices if they want to
retain that dimension to their education.

History is regarded by University Admissions Tutors and employers as a rigorous subject that develops skills
that are in high demand. A level History supports almost any degree ranging from History-related ones such as
Law or International Relations to science or language-based ones. It is common for History graduates to enter
the world of business and commerce or to enter the professions, with law, the civil service, accountancy,
investment banking and politics being popular. 
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Mathematics is applied in all aspects of engineering and science and such diverse fields as finance and weather
forecasting. All these draw upon sophisticated mathematical ideas and the demand for people with the skills to
engage in these processes is ever increasing. 

The minimum requirement is grade 7 in GCSE or IGCSE Mathematics. All students with the ability and
motivation should seriously consider further study of Mathematics in the Sixth Form. 

This consists in the study of Pure Mathematics together with applications in Mechanics and Statistics. The Pure
content builds on the algebra and number skills learned at GCSE and introduces a range of new techniques and
functions such as proof, algebra, graphs, sequences, trigonometry, logarithms, calculus and vectors.  The
Mechanics content includes kinematics, motion under gravity, working with forces including friction, Newton’s
laws and single moments. The Statistics content includes working with data from a sample to make inferences
about a population, probability calculations, using binomial and normal distributions as models and statistical
hypothesis testing. There is no coursework. 

Further Mathematics is an intellectually challenging course for able students - the A level course consists of
Pure Mathematics and applications in Decision Mathematics and Mechanics. The course provides further insight
into Mathematics by considering in greater depth ideas and methods encountered on the single Mathematics A
level course, as well as extending the various applications. The entry requirement for A level Further
Mathematics is grade 8 in GCSE or IGCSE Mathematics (with case by case consideration given to students with
grade 7). The Further Mathematics course is designed as an integrated course with mathematics, enabling
students to see the broader mathematical structure more clearly.

The single A level Mathematics course has been designed to run on from IGCSE and students find some of the
early work reassuringly familiar. Clearly you will have to work hard and become increasingly responsible for
your own progress. However, students are appreciative of the close support and guidance provided within the
department. You will find that your study of Mathematics in the Sixth Form provides skills which may well be
helpful in other subjects, on a university course or perhaps in a later career. Most students enjoy the course and
results are good for those who work hard.

Mathematics may be taken with any combination of subjects. 

Students may take degrees in Mathematics and related disciplines, of course, but Mathematics is also an
important requirement for all Engineering courses and for degrees in the Physical Sciences, as well as for many
degrees in Architecture, Economics and Finance.  Increasingly, many degrees have a significant mathematical
content.  Further Mathematics is useful for admission to the more selective universities, especially to study
Mathematical Sciences, Engineering and Economics.
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The AQA A level specification builds on the knowledge, understanding and skills gained at GCSE. It constitutes
an integrated study with a focus on language, culture and society. It fosters a range of transferable skills including
communication, critical thinking, research skills and creativity, which are valuable to the individual and society
(the transferable skills which linguists develop are highly sought after by employers). The approach is a focus on
how the societies where these languages are spoken have been shaped, both socially and culturally, and how
they continue to change. 

A grade B/6 or higher in the relevant language at GCSE level is normally required. 

In the first year of the course artistic and social aspects of the countries where these languages are spoken are
studied. In the second year further aspects of the social background are covered with more focus on matters
associated with multiculturalism and aspects of political life. Students must study one text and one film or two
texts. Students will also be required to complete an individual research project on a topic of their interest to
discuss in the Speaking test.

Aspects of French-speaking society: current trends
• The changing nature of family
• The ‘cyber-society’
• The place of voluntary work

Artistic culture in the French-speaking world
• A culture proud of its heritage
• Contemporary francophone music
• Cinema: the 7th art form 

Aspects of French-speaking society: current issues
• Positive features of a diverse society
• Life for the marginalised
• How criminals are treated

Aspects of political life in the French-speaking world 
• Teenagers, the right to vote and political commitment
• Strikes, who holds the power?
• Politics and immigration

Aspects of German-speaking society
• The changing state of the family
• The digital world
• Youth culture: fashion and trends, music, television  
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Artistic culture in the German-speaking world 
• Festivals and traditions
• Art and architecture
• Cultural life in Berlin, past and present

Multiculturalism in German-speaking society
• Immigration
• Integration
• Racism

Aspects of political life in the German-speaking world
• German and the European Union
• Politics and youth
• German re-unification and its consequences

Aspects of Hispanic society
• Modern and traditional values
• Cyberspace
• Equal rights

Artistic culture in the Hispanic world
• Modern day idols
• Spanish regional identity
• Cultural heritage or Cultural landscape

Multiculturalism in Hispanic society
• Immigration 
• Racism 
• Integration

Aspects of political life in the Hispanic world
• Today’s youth, tomorrow’s citizens
• Monarchies and dictatorships
• Popular movements 

Paper 1:  Listening, reading and writing, 160 marks, 40%
Paper 2:  Writing, 90 marks, 30%
Paper 3:  Speaking, 60 marks, 30%
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The study of a foreign language at this level is highly rewarding, both linguistically and intellectually. 
Students who flourish are ambitious and motivated to be enthusiastic about language learning and take an
interest in the country of the language studied; they consolidate their understanding of GCSE grammar at an
early stage, review regularly the material covered during lessons, undertake independent reading related to
course topics and observe deadlines for set work.

The MFL department is proud to have established and to continue developing links with schools in Spain,
Germany and France which offer students the chance to spend invaluable time in the target-language language
and culture. We also support students in arranging work-experience placements abroad during school holidays,
a rewarding and authentic experience which has real impact on students’ confidence in the language. 

Languages can combine with most subjects, and indeed in recent years a number of our students have chosen
degree courses incorporating their A level language alongside another subject such as History or Business and
Management.  Studying two languages usually improves progress in each and facilitates the acquisition of a
broader appreciation of European culture.

A good level of proficiency in languages offered at Ampleforth will also qualify candidates for ab initio courses in
other languages, e.g. European or Oriental, at university. Furthermore, an A level language qualification will
provide continuity between school and university for those students who will wish, or be encouraged, to study
languages as part of a scientific or other vocational degree course. In the longer term this will lead to enhanced
employment prospects.

Students who are hoping to apply to Oxford or Cambridge to study languages should normally study two
languages to A level, although other combinations are possible. Most other universities will expect students for
Modern Languages degrees to have followed a full A level course.

The Modern Languages department offers a separate programme of off-timetable tuition for native speakers of
the above languages wishing to sit the A level examinations. This involves one contact period per week
supported by a programme of study in the students’ own time. Those interested in, and eligible for, this
provision should make enquiries via their Tutor in the first instance.



49

AMPLEFORTH COLLEGE

To develop and refine musical skills through:

• Solo and ensemble performing 
• Composing 
• Listening to and writing about pieces of music

In addition, the course aims to develop in students a range of transferable skills including analysis, creative
thinking, effective communication and collaboration skills, time management, pattern recognition and logical
processing through engagement with abstract ideas and perseverance.

A minimum of Grade 6 at GCSE or a pass in ABRSM Grade 5 theory and ABRSM Grade 5 on at least one
instrument.  

A level Music is an ideal course for many students who play an instrument or sing to a high standard, who have
theoretical knowledge through ABRSM Grade 5 Theory, GCSE Music or composition, who want to improve
their musical skills and gain a greater understanding of musical styles and techniques. The course caters for a
wide range of interests as a variety of works are studied, from Bach to Debussy and the Beatles to Kate Bush.
The course followed is Pearson/Edexcel A level Music.

Candidates perform a recital consisting of solo and ensemble pieces (which can include improvisation or music
technology).  The overall length of the recital should be more than eight minutes.

Candidates compose two compositions (usually using Sibelius 7 or Cubase software): 
1.  A ‘free’ composition which could relate to one of the below Areas of Study (20%)
2.  A composition exercise from a brief that assesses compositional techniques (10%)

This involves the study of two to three set works from each ‘Area of Study’ (see below).  Musical understanding
is assessed in a 2 hour written paper that includes questions in response to recorded extracts from the set
works and some related pieces played during the exam: 

Vocal Music JS Bach: Cantata, ‘Ein feste Burg’, BWV 80: Movements 1, 2, 8
Mozart: The Magic Flute: Excerpts from Act I no. 4 and 5
Vaughan Williams, On Wenlock Edge: Nos. 1, 3 and 5

Instrumental Music Vivaldi: Concerto in D minor, Op. 3 No. 11 
Clara Wieck-Schumann: Piano Trio in G minor, Op. 17: movement 1
Berlioz: Symphonie Fantastique: Movement I

Music for Film Danny Elfman: Batman Returns
Rachel Portman: The Duchess
Bernard Herrmann: Psycho
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Popular Music and Jazz Courtney Pine: Songs from the album Back in the Day
Kate Bush: Songs from the album Hounds of Love
Beatles: Songs from the album Revolver

Fusions Debussy: Estampes: Nos. 1 and 2 
Familia Valera Miranda: Songs from Caña Quema
Anoushka Shankar: Songs from Breathing Under Water

New Directions Cage: Three Dances for two prepared pianos: No. 1
Kaija Saariaho: Petals for Violoncello and Live Electronics
Stravinsky: Movements from The Rite of Spring

The move to A level Music is now a natural extension of the GCSE Music course and will be stimulating for
those who enjoy GCSE Music. 60% of the course will still be made up of coursework (performance and
composition), while the variety and increased level of demand provided by the set works will be stimulating for
all students who do well at GCSE Music. 

Music has links to nearly every subject, and it is difficult to suggest particular subjects it would not complement.
Music attracts theologians, scientists, linguists, historians, artists, politicians, philosophers, medics and lawyers!
There is significant ongoing research into the association between music and both mathematics and language
development. For those interested in a singing career, combining music with a foreign language is a good idea;
many vocal pieces are in European languages.

University courses embrace a wide selection of topics to suit the individual, and usually provide the same
variety as this A level course, but with a greater level of demand. Indeed, the Edexcel A level music course has
prepared music candidates to apply successfully to Cambridge, The Royal Academy of Music and Russell Group
universities. For students wishing to study another subject at university, A level Music is well respected by
universities because of its level of demand and numerous transferable skills.
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The course will encourage candidates to become increasingly physically competent by:

• Understanding the way we acquire and develop skills and how our body responds to varying levels of 
exercise through in-depth study of skill acquisition, sports psychology, anatomy and physiology and 
exercise physiology.

• Applying, analysing and developing high end skills and techniques effectively in the students’ preferred 
types of physical activity.

• Identifying the skills required in different roles, such as performer, leader/coach and official, by applying 
the knowledge gained in socio-cultural and sports psychology units.

The course will also enable candidates to maintain and develop their involvement and effectiveness in physical
activity through:

• Developing their knowledge and understanding of training methods and the impact of prolonged 
training on the human body both physiologically and psychologically. 

• Developing their knowledge and understanding of the relationship between skill, strategy, and physical 
and mental preparation to increase performance.

• Developing observation and analysis techniques to improve their own and others’ effectiveness in 
competitive sporting situations.

It is highly recommended (although not compulsory) that students have a GCSE in PE. It would also be useful to
have at least grade B/6 in the Sciences due to the scientific content of the course. As 30% of the course is
practical coursework, it is important to have strong skills and knowledge in one of the sports taken from the
approved list. Alternatively, it is possible to be assessed in coaching one of the activities on the approved list.

(90 marks, 30% of A level)
Applied anatomy and physiology
Exercise physiology
Biomechanics

(60 marks, 20% of A level)
Skill acquisition
Sports psychology

(60 marks, 20% of A level)
Sport and society
Contemporary issues in physical activity and sport

(60marks, 30% of A level)
Performance or coaching of an activity taken from the approved list
The evaluation and analysis of performance for improvement (EAPI)
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Students will find the subject matter interesting and in some parts familiar.  They will enjoy the opportunities to
relate personal practical experiences in sport to important theoretical content and also the connection with
Northumbria University and their Sports Science laboratories, as well as spending a day at the world famous St
George’s Park.  They will benefit if they: 

• Undertake extended reading which includes sports science journals and topical and relevant websites.

• Are enthused by the world of sport and stay in touch with current issues in sport through various 
media sources.

• Strive for success in their chosen sports by applying the theoretical knowledge to acquiring high level 
skills, improving physical readiness and also being part of the Sport Development programme that A 
level students receive.

Physical Education relates well to other A levels in the natural sciences such as Biology and Chemistry.  The
subject is also complemented by the time spent on the games fields, whilst the Sport Development programme
supports Physical Education through one-to-one support sessions and also through theoretical lectures.

A level Physical Education is rapidly becoming an essential pre-requisite for specialist study in Physical
Education, Sport Studies and Sports Science in Higher Education whilst providing a suitable qualification for
other areas of study. The specification provides an excellent foundation for candidates intending to pursue
careers in Sports Psychology, Physiotherapy, Biomechanics, Occupational Therapy, Sports Management, Human
Sciences, Sports Coaching and educational courses such as teaching.
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The AQA Physics course provides a structure within which you learn about fundamental physical concepts and
about Physics in technological settings. A primary aim of the course is to show how Physics is practised and
used today. Equally important is to show the usefulness of the subject and to illustrate the kind of impact which
discoveries in Physics have had on the way people live. 

The Physics course is a stepping stone to future study, which is why it has been developed by AQA in
consultation with universities to ensure it allows students to develop the skills universities want to see.
This approach has led to a course that will inspire students, nurture a passion for Physics and lay the
groundwork for further study in science or engineering, as well as providing useful transferable skills for any
other career path.

Physics is fundamentally an experimental subject. The AQA course provides numerous opportunities to use
practical experiences to link theory to reality, and equip students with the essential practical skills they need.

To provide knowledge of Physics suitable for a wide range of degree and career choices by:

• Developing the ability to learn independently
• Enabling the understanding of the processes of scientific enquiry
• Developing a range of skills, including use of ICT, numeracy and communication

To develop the students' interest by:

• Stimulating their curiosity
• Placing the subject in context through “how science works”
• Providing depth and challenge

To make the course enjoyable by:

• Using a wide range of teaching and learning styles through up-to-date resources
• Experimenting and demonstrating the concepts covered, rather than just reading about them

It doesn’t matter whether you have studied Physics or Double Award Science at GCSE or IGCSE level, but it is
recommended to have grade A/7 (or AA/77) in order to cope with the demands of the A level course.  
Physics A level has a requirement of 40% mathematical content. As a result, it is also essential to have a grade
B/6 in GCSE or IGCSE Mathematics. 

The AQA course consists of the following compulsory topics:

• Measurements and their errors
• Particles and Radiation (to be followed by a trip to CERN in Geneva)
• Waves
• Mechanics and Materials
• Electricity
• Further Mechanics and Thermal Physics
• Fields and their consequences
• Nuclear Physics
• Turning points in physics
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You are advised to consider taking A level Mathematics with Physics, but it is not essential unless other
considerations of degree course or career apply. Recently some of the top grades have been gained at A level by
candidates who did not take Mathematics.

At A level, there is a considerable increase in the amount of work that you are expected to do, but the work is
more satisfying because you learn about Physics in greater depth and the topics are interesting and relevant. As
with all A level subjects, there is no excuse for why a pupil should struggle – we operate an open door policy
and encourage all pupils to see us in order to help them achieve their goal.

Physics A level will open up a large number of possibilities at University. It is a requirement for almost all
Engineering degrees and is recommended for a degree in Architecture, Medicine, Optometry, Archaeology and
many others. Recent A level physicists at Ampleforth have gone on to read for degrees in every form of Physics
and Engineering and in many other disciplines including German, Biochemistry, Real Estate Management,
Medicine, Music and Sound Recording Technology, Maths, Accountancy, English Literature, Philosophy and
Business and Management at many of the UK’s top universities.

Physics and its related disciplines are about problem-solving and lateral thinking. These skills are highly desirable
to a huge spectrum of university courses and future employers.
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Politics is one of the fastest growing A levels in the UK in recent years. The AQA specification allows students
to understand how power is used and distributed in the world around them, why world-changing events
happen, and what is necessary for societies to survive and be stable.

• Studying this subject teaches you to understand what is happening to liberal democracy in the world 
around you, and whether it has a future. 

• You learn to make sense of Trump, Brexit, Corbyn (or whoever is the new Labour Party leader) and 
Sturgeon. You gain a clear understanding of the theories, motives and values that make politics happen. 
You practise the skill of analysing and expounding that persuasively to someone else.

• The A level compares US politics with UK politics and links events and facts to the political ideas which 
underlie them: conservatism, liberalism, socialism, anarchism, and feminism.

There is no formal prerequisite for entry on to the course, but suitable candidates should be literate with at
least a grade C/4 in English Language. It is assumed that candidates have had no prior exposure to the subject. 

Students are assessed in two-hour exams, but it’s not all essay questions. There are shorter answers and even
the longer answers are shorter than in the old A level. 

Students will understand why maintaining a majority in parliament has been difficult for the Prime Minister, why
the Cabinet threatens to get out of her control, why the constitution has changed and may need to change
further (and what Brexit really means). They will also study the judiciary and devolution, participative
democracy, elections, parties, and pressure groups.

Here students compare the equivalent political system of the USA: the US constitution, Congress, the
Presidency, the judiciary, elections, American parties, American pressure groups and civil rights. The comparative
politics element of the course is excellent preparation not just for Politics courses at university but for
university in general, because it teaches students how to master unfamiliar material and relate it to what they
already know.

We look at the ideas which underpin and justify the other things we have studied: the key thinkers in liberalism,
conservatism and socialism, as well as anarchism and feminism.

For those interested in developing a deeper appreciation of the issues facing people and governments around
the world the Westminster Society offers all years the chance to participate in discussion. Additionally, the
Debating Society and the Model UN are run by members of the department and there is an occasional reading
group for those who want to read more deeply and widely into Politics.



56

AMPLEFORTH COLLEGE

Having not encountered the discipline before, many students find the subject both refreshing and challenging.
The students who do best:

• Dip into all the opportunities offered by the Department.  
• Keep abreast of current affairs and the time commitment required to do so, reading the Lexington and 

Bagehot columns in the Economist and the Politico website. 

Politics can be effectively combined with social sciences such as Economics and humanities subjects such as
History and Geography, or a language. The A level contains some political philosophy which goes well with
Christian Theology and since its roots are in the classical world (the original “polis” being the Greek “city
state”), Classics also. Many of the skills involved are transferable and the study of one of these subjects will
complement and enhance the contextual appreciation of the other. Looking at the structures of power in
Politics goes very well with the story of how structures arise, as told in History.

Politics is widely regarded by Admission Tutors as being a rigorous subject that develops the comprehension
and interpretation of information, communication, independent learning, team working and organisation. It
therefore provides a sound foundation for the higher study of most academic courses. Degrees in Political
Science, Political Theory and International Relations are all possible and there are a large number of joint
honours courses available. 
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Working in the countryside management sector is often overlooked as a career, however, it has a wide range of
progression and job opportunities. The game and wildlife industry employs approximately 73,000 people in the
UK, with approximately 31,000 people employed in other aspects of the countryside industry. The number of
people working in this sector is expected to grow each year and employment opportunities can be found in
both urban and rural areas.  This qualification develops the knowledge, understanding and skills that provide an
excellent basis for employment or for further education in this sector.

• The content of this qualification has been developed in consultation with employers and professional 
bodies in the land-based industries to confirm that the content is appropriate for those interested in 
working in the sector. In addition, higher education representatives have been involved to ensure that it 
supports entry to the relevant range of specialist degrees. 

• All students taking this qualification will be required to engage with sector employers as part of their 
course. Opportunities will be given to develop practical skills in preparation for employment. 

There is no formal prerequisite for entry on to the course, but suitable candidates should be both reasonably
numerate and literate.  It is assumed that candidates have had no prior exposure to the subject.

There are six units, which cover the following aspects of countryside management: 

Research projects are often undertaken within the environmental and land-based industries in order to create
or improve a product, service or process. The ability to undertake or assist in such a project requires important
skills that will influence the project’s success. This unit gives students the opportunity to develop project
management skills by investigating a chosen topic area through a project of their choice. The knowledge and
skills developed in this unit will link to and enhance the other units students take as part of their programme of
study. Students will explore the topic areas that interest them and are relevant to their career aspirations. They
will reduce these to one topic area that will form the cornerstone of their investigative project. Students will
plan for their investigative project by researching a chosen topic area and produce a breakdown of resources
and a project action plan. Health and safety will be considered throughout and they will carry out a risk
assessment before starting their project. They will implement, carry out and complete their investigative project.
Students will work towards deadlines and monitor the project performance. Finally, they will prepare an
evaluative report that will look at how the project performed, if the schedule plan met the project aims and
objectives, and how improvements could be made in the future.

The environmental and land-based sector requires employees with a range of appropriate skills to enable them
to construct, maintain and repair estate features such as structures and surfaces. Employees in the sector also
need to be familiar with health and safety legislation which underlies all types of work. This unit provides the
basic skills and knowledge to carry out practical estate work in the countryside and to understand the
legislation governing it. The unit is as broad as possible to allow for regional variations and needs, for flexibility
in working conditions and for varying environments. Students will explore the construction, repair and
maintenance of boundaries, structures and surfaces. The unit will build students’ experience and confidence in
using their practical skills in a range of situations. Project management skills, including knowledge of health and
safety and environmental legislation, are also covered.
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As tourism in the countryside has increased, the need to manage the countryside to meet this requirement has
grown in importance. Tourism is a vital part of the economy in many rural areas and is one of the largest and
fastest growing industries in the world. The value of tourism to the UK continues to increase, through both
domestic and overseas visitors. Those employed in countryside management need to have the knowledge and
skills to understand the processes of tourism and their benefits and constraints. 

This unit focuses primarily on tourism in the UK, through both UK residents and overseas visitors, but students
will be encouraged to appreciate tourism in its international context. This unit is designed to develop students’
awareness and understanding of the reasons for tourism, the factors that affect tourism, its advantages and
disadvantages, and the organisations involved in its promotion.

Many UK upland habitats are the results of deflected succession and, without proper management, wilderness
areas of countryside could be lost. The need to improve the management of upland habitats has become more
important with declining farm incomes and increasing visitor pressure in the wilder, open areas of the UK
countryside. Those employed in economic and recreational management in upland areas must have the
knowledge and skills to carry out management tasks appropriate to these fragile ecosystems, which are
threatened by grazing pressures, invasive species and increasing visitor numbers. This unit will give students the
knowledge and skills required to plan and carry out practical management for a variety of upland habitats.
Environmental protection and health and safety issues will be stressed throughout delivery of this unit. Students
will investigate the range of upland habitats found in the UK and develop skills in identifying habitats and
significant upland indicator species. The ecological principles relating to upland habitats will also be explored and
students will gain an understanding of the impact of different land uses on upland ecosystems. This will allow
them to determine appropriate tools and techniques to address particular objectives through management
planning. Students will explore the threats that upland habitats face and will investigate associated legislative
controls and habitat protection. They will also have the opportunity to gain practical skills in surveying and
upland habitat management.

This unit is intended for students who wish to pursue a career in countryside pursuits and management such as
farming, hunting and shooting. When anyone thinks of these pursuits, a companion dog often springs to mind,
assisting workers with their daily tasks. For a working dog to be effective, it is essential that its training,
healthcare, husbandry and breed are correct and match the tasks the dog is expected to carry out. This unit
provides a basis for these topics and will develop students’ skills in dealing with well-trained working dogs.
Students will gain an understanding of the commonly used breeds of working dog, their characteristics and
suitability for the different tasks within the countryside management sector. Training is a critical aspect of
preparing a working dog and students will gain the skills needed to devise a training plan for a specific breed of
working dog through contact with professional dog trainers. The importance of planned, structured training and
working-in-the-field etiquette will be considered as part of the overall delivery of the unit. Students will also
investigate health and welfare issues surrounding working dogs. They will identify commonly encountered
diseases, as well as common endoparasites and ectoparasites. Other welfare issues related to healthy diets,
exercise and the design and construction of housing will also be covered, together with a range of basic first aid
skills and techniques.

The successful operation of all land-based industries depends on staff having a working knowledge of the
business environment and marketplace, while performing their duties in a professional, responsible manner. This
is particularly important for the large number of small and medium-sized enterprises that operate in the
environment and land-based sector. This unit allows students to discover the range of businesses directly
involved in producing goods or providing services, and ancillary businesses and organisations that support the
industry. They will then explore how a range of physical and human resources are necessary for successful
business operation and how their management can result in improved business performance. 
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In addition to the six modules studied for the Subsidiary Diploma, students taking the 90-Credit Diploma will
study three additional modules as follows.

The need to combat global warming has resulted in both the UK government and international bodies focusing
on increasing the use of renewable and sustainable energy production methods. These methods affect the land
and environment around them in ways that are often controversial. This unit covers the proportion of land
involved in the major UK land uses and their effect on the environment, both in an historical and current
context. It then considers specific land uses and their impact on the UK countryside. Rural policy, organisations
and legislation have a major effect on land use in the UK. Students will study UK and international policy, a wide
range of statutory and non-governmental organisations and associated legislation. Students will study the wide-
ranging impact of industry and agriculture on the management of the natural environment in the UK, including
often controversial government plans for building new houses on agricultural land. Alternative sustainable and
renewable energy sources are likely to be of increasing importance as traditional methods and current sources
of energy run out. Students will study their value in relation to their effect on the landscape which is often a
source of controversy in the public arena. Legislation connected with the use of energy sources, arrangements
for giving planning approval and the international agreements promoting this use are also covered. Current
levels and trends in biodiversity will be studied together with the associated legislation and the effects of land
use and management on biodiversity.

Driven shoot days are the culmination of a gamekeeper’s year and are where their success is measured. One of
the most important aspects of a gamekeeper’s role is to provide an enjoyable day’s sport for their ‘guns’. This
unit covers all the administrative and practical tasks that need to be carried out in order to host a successful
day’s shooting. In an increasingly commercial world another aspect of shoot management is marketing the shoot
correctly. This involves being very clear about the most appropriate price/product/package mix and then
promoting this in the right place. Finally, none of this is relevant if the cost is more than your ‘customers’ are
willing to pay, so shoot budgeting is an important part of this unit.

Countryside recreation is becoming an increasingly important consideration in forestry and woodland
management both in the private and public sectors. 8.7 million visits are estimated to have happened to forests
in Scotland alone every year (this does not include visits to forests in England or Wales). These visitors spent an
average of £17 each, giving an estimated contribution to the economies of the visited areas of around £148
million. Forest and woodland managers therefore need to understand how recreation aims can be integrated
with other woodland management objectives and acquire the skills to manage recreation activities. This unit will
develop in students an appreciation of the forest as a recreational resource and aims to deliver the basic skills in
identification and evaluation of recreational opportunities within the forest. Students will develop an
understanding of planning and management activities for public access and enjoyment, together with methods of
promotion and development of visitor attractions.

Having not encountered the discipline before, many students find the subject both refreshing and challenging.
The course combines classroom learning of relevant theory with a significant amount of practical skill
acquisition, both in terms of students learning to complete tasks themselves, and to supervise others.  The
emphasis is far more on ‘learning by doing’ than is the case for A level courses.  Students must realise that while
the course is not assessed by public exams, there will be regular deadlines for submitting project work which
will all count towards their overall grade.  Engagement with employers is a key aspect of any BTEC course. This
will include work experience in a land-based enterprise, but also visits to local employers and a range of visiting
speakers.  There will also be the opportunity to build on the links with countryside sports as practised at the
College.
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Countryside Management can be studied alongside another BTEC qualification or with one or two A level
courses. It would be complemented by the Enterprise & Entrepreneurship BTEC or Business A level, as many
roles in the industry involve running land-based enterprises. For students wanting to study Agriculture at
university or similar, a science A level would be encouraged, particularly Biology or Chemistry, while for those
interested in Agricultural Engineering an A level in Mathematics, Physics or Design & Technology would be
useful.

Around 95% of UK universities accept BTEC qualifications towards meeting their entry requirements, but this is
most likely to be the case where there is a good fit between the BTEC and the degree subject to be studied
and the learning and assessment styles. The Royal Agricultural University, Cirencester, will accept a Subsidiary
Diploma or a 90-credit Diploma in Countryside Management, alongside other Sixth Form qualifications, towards
meeting the entry requirements for all of their undergraduate degree courses. Harper Adams University will
likewise accept the qualification for entry onto the majority of their courses. The employability skills gained
through the qualification also mean that students will be in a good position should they choose to progress
onto higher/degree apprenticeship courses or straight into employment.
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With changing trends in employment many people are now choosing to become self-employed and start up
their own enterprise. According to the Federation of Small Businesses (FSB), at the start of 2014 small firms
accounted for 99.3 per cent of all private sector businesses in the UK. Of these, 62 per cent were sole
proprietorships. Many of these enterprises are started by young people, either as an alternative to higher
education or as an enterprise that can be run alongside higher education or a job. There are many well-known
examples of young entrepreneurs and there is nothing to stop you from joining their ranks. You need a good
idea, to spot a gap in the market and have the organisational skills to launch and run an enterprise: all things
with which this qualification aims to equip you.

• The content of this qualification has been developed in consultation with employers and professional 
bodies to confirm that the content is appropriate for those interested in working in business. In 
addition, higher education representatives have been involved to ensure that it supports entry to the 
relevant range of specialist degrees. 

• All students taking this qualification will be required to engage with sector employers as part of their 
course and to develop their own practical entrepreneurial skills and experience. 

There is no formal prerequisite for entry on to the course, but suitable candidates should be both reasonably
numerate and literate. It is assumed that candidates have had no prior exposure to the subject.

There are four units, which cover the following aspects of enterprise and entrepreneurship: 

In this unit you will gain an overview of the importance of both enterprise and entrepreneurs to the local and
national economy. You will explore their creativity and mindset as you look at real-life enterprise and
entrepreneurs and investigate the skills required to be successful. You will also look at the risks, opportunities
and constraints faced by entrepreneurs in setting up their venture, assess the feasibility of a range of potential
enterprise opportunities and then develop and present one idea for a local enterprise.

This unit is assessed by project work which could include the production of:

• A written report on a successful enterprise and its entrepreneur, considering the mindset of the 
entrepreneur, the opportunities and risks taken, the motivation for the venture and its importance to 
the economy. 

• A presentation for a potential enterprise opportunity, considering why it is viable, the challenges that 
could affect that start-up together with a consideration of the entrepreneurial skills required for the 
start-up.

Marketing is a dynamic field central to the success of any business. In this unit you will gain an understanding of
how a marketing campaign is developed. You will explore different stages of the process that a business goes
through when developing its campaign and develop your own campaign for a given product/service. You will
examine the marketing aims and objectives for existing products/services and understand the importance of
relevant, valid and appropriate research in relation to customers’ needs and wants. You will use given market
research data and other information to make recommendations about the type of marketing campaign that a
business should undertake.
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This unit is assessed under supervised conditions. Part A is released two weeks before Part B is scheduled for
students to carry out research. Part B is a supervised assessment of three hours taken in a single session during
a two-day period timetabled by the exam board. The assessment is set and marked by the exam board. The
number of marks for the unit is 70. The assessment availability is twice a year in December/January and
May/June. 

This unit includes aspects of both personal and business finance. Personal finance involves the understanding of
why money is important and how managing your money can help prevent future financial difficulties. It is vital
you understand the financial decisions you will need to take throughout your life and how risk can affect you
and your choices. This unit will also give you an insight into where you can get financial advice and support. 

The business finance aspects of the unit introduce you to accounting terminology, the purpose and importance
of business accounts and the different sources of finance available to businesses. Planning tools, such as cash
flow forecasts and break-even, will be prepared and analysed. Measuring the financial performance of a business
will require you to prepare and analyse statements of comprehensive income and statements of financial
position and will help you to analyse profitability, liquidity and business efficiency. It will give you the knowledge
and understanding to manage your personal finances and will give you a background to business finance and
accounting as you progress to employment or further training.

This unit is assessed by a written examination set by the exam board. The examination will be two hours in
length. The number of marks for the examination is 100 (Section A contains questions on the personal finance
unit content and approximately one-third of the marks, and Section B contains questions on the business
finance unit content and approximately two-thirds of the marks). The assessment availability is twice a year in
January and May/June. 

In this unit you will explore the characteristics of successful entrepreneurs. You will also investigate the
strategies employed by enterprises to develop and use entrepreneurial skills in their own workforce. This will
involve you undertaking research on local enterprises which could involve activities such as formal or informal
work experience, interviewing local business owners/managers or visiting local enterprises to investigate their
structure and workplace practices.

This unit is assessed by project work which could include the production of a report analysing how best
practice in developing an intrapreneurial culture could be implemented in a local enterprise. The best practice
will be based on research conducted on an established enterprise which has a reputation for its intrapreneurial
approach.

In addition to the four modules studied for the Extended Certificate, students taking the Foundation Diploma
will study two additional modules as follows.

In this unit you will develop a plan for an enterprise and create a marketing strategy to inform your target
market about your product/service. Once you have stimulated the demand for your product/service, you will
launch and run your enterprise for a set period of time. You will be able to draw on the knowledge,
understanding and skills you have developed through studying earlier units to help make your enterprise a
success.

This unit is assessed through project work which could include the production of:
• a clear and concise plan for a proposed enterprise that would be appropriate for a potential investor. 

The plan will give an overview of the enterprise idea, its feasibility, and show knowledge of the market, 
figures and forecasts together with the risks and opportunities involved, including a marketing plan 
outlining the strategies to be used to launch the enterprise. 
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• A report, including financial data and customer feedback, evaluating the enterprise.  Appendices to the 
report will include a diary/log of day-to-day activities carried out while running the enterprise together 
with appropriate observation records/witness statements, and weekly accounts.

In this unit, you will learn about social enterprise, an ethos that is growing around the globe and is gaining
support from the public, private and voluntary sectors. The national body for social enterprise, Social Enterprise
UK, has described Britain as being on the frontline of social enterprise activity compared with the rest of the
world. Social enterprises compete in the marketplace and need to be well run to make money and achieve their
social aims. They can vary from small community-owned village shops to large organisations delivering public
services. You will explore what it is that makes them a success or a failure and will then engage in running a
short social enterprise of your choice

This unit is assessed by project work which could include the production of an in-depth case study of a specific
social enterprise, and you will also run and a write a report on your own social enterprise.

The course combines classroom learning of relevant theory with a significant amount of practical skill
acquisition. The emphasis is far more on ‘learning by doing’ than is the case for A level courses. Students must
realise that while the majority of the course is not assessed by public exams, there will be regular deadlines for
submitting project work which will all count towards their overall grade.  Engagement with employers is a key
aspect of any BTEC course. This will include visits to local enterprises and a range of visiting speakers.  

Enterprise & Entrepreneurship can be studied alongside another BTEC qualification or with one or two A level
courses.  It would be complemented by the Countryside Management or Hospitality BTEC for students looking
to work in either of those fields.  Alternatively, it would go well with a broad range of A level courses from
Design & Technology to Geography or a Modern Foreign Language.

Around 95% of UK universities accept BTEC qualifications towards meeting their entry requirements, but this is
most likely to be the case where there is a good fit between the BTEC and the degree subject to be studied
and the learning and assessment styles.  This means that a range of universities will welcome the qualification for
entry onto Business Management or Business Entrepreneurship degree courses.  The employability skills gained
through the qualification also mean that students will be in a good position should they choose to progress
onto higher/degree apprenticeship courses or straight into employment.



64

AMPLEFORTH COLLEGE

Over the past few years employment in the hospitality industry has increased faster than for the economy
overall, but there remain significant skills gaps, particularly in the following areas: customer service; interpersonal
skills; supervisory skills; finance; and employability skills. This qualification seeks to address these areas by
encouraging the acquisition and development of these competencies before employment in the hospitality
industry. It is designed for people who are considering progressing on to higher education or entering the
hospitality industry with the potential to start management training.

• The content of this qualification has been developed in consultation with employers and professional 
bodies to confirm that the content is appropriate for those interested in working in the hospitality 
sector.  In addition, higher education representatives have been involved to ensure that it supports 
entry to the relevant range of specialist degrees. 

• All students taking this qualification will be required to engage with sector employers as part of their 
course, and to develop their own practical skills in customer service, customer service supervision and 
event management. 

There is no formal prerequisite for entry on to the course, but suitable candidates should be both reasonably
numerate and literate.  It is assumed that candidates have had no prior exposure to the subject.

There are six units, which cover the following aspects of hospitality: 

In this unit students will develop an overview of the importance of the hospitality industry within the economy
in terms of its scale and diversity. They will investigate the hospitality industry and develop an understanding of
businesses that provide accommodation, catering and related services. Students will explore the diverse types of
ownership, products and services offered, as well as customer types, and will develop an understanding of
trends within the industry. Students will also find out about the range of national and international classification
systems of food and beverage and accommodation providers and the standards required to achieve specific
levels within these systems. The unit also gives students an opportunity to explore the internal structure of
hospitality businesses: they will learn about the operational areas, the staffing structures, hierarchies and job
roles that exist within the various parts. Students will look at the range of functions that hospitality
organisations use in order to support the business and provide opportunities for growth. This includes human
resources, finance, marketing and customer services. 

This unit is assessed by project work which could include the production of:
• A booklet to raise awareness about the scale and diversity of the hospitality industry based on a visit to

an employer.

• A booklet raising awareness about the classification systems and their standards based on a visit to an 
employer.

• A report on the organisation and structure of different hospitality businesses.

• A report or presentation based on chosen businesses, investigating the support functions used to 
support the operation of different hospitality businesses and making recommendations for 
improvement.
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This unit introduces students to the principles of customer service and the part employees play in retaining
existing customers and attracting new ones.  Students will be given the opportunity to practise and show
customer service support, using appropriate communication and presentation techniques to meet customers’
needs.  Using a variety of hospitality-based situations, students will be taught how to satisfy different types of
customers and their specific needs.  The ability to measure the effectiveness of customer care is a key
requirement for any successful hospitality business.  Students will explore the key factors used to measure,
monitor and evaluate customer service within the hospitality industry.  They will be encouraged to suggest
improvements and make recommendations as to how customer service provision can be improved.  This unit is
assessed by project work which could include the production of:

• A presentation explaining the role of communication, presentation and teamwork in customer service 
in hospitality.

• Videos/observations and reflection on serving customers in simulated or real situations.

• A booklet about ways to develop a customer service culture within their business based on a visit to an
employer.

• A presentation about ways to build teams and motivate colleagues through techniques such as onsite 
coaching.

• A report or presentation, based on a hospitality business visited, investigating how to effectively 
monitor and communicate levels of customer service performance.

In these units students will develop planning skills in the development of menus which will then be prepared,
cooked and presented to invited guests. This could involve a banquet menu suited to a special occasion in the
academic timetable or it might involve an extensive menu based on regional or nationally renowned ingredients.
From this they will develop a wide knowledge of a variety of modern styles of food and the ability to safely use
equipment involved in its preparation and presentation. Students will have opportunities to develop practical
skills in preparing, cooking and presenting locally, nationally and globally available commodities, following safe,
professional and hygienic practices. Students will investigate how and where to obtain commodities required for
the production of dishes, their seasonal availability, origins and cost and how to order them. The unit also
introduces students to the processes involved in evaluating and suggesting improvements to or modifying dishes
and will give them the opportunity to reflect on their skills and identify areas for future improvement..

This unit is assessed by project work, which could include the production of:
• menus.

• a presentation on the commodities used to prepare and cook dishes from around the world.

• evidence of students having cooked contemporary world dishes that are well cooked, tasty, nutritious 
and visually pleasing.

• written evaluations of the preparation, cooking and presentation of the dishes produced.

Events is a growing employment industry. Worldwide it employs over one million people, working in partnership
with many service providers, especially the travel and tourism sector. Many students will have observed events
as customers or watched them on television, and some might have participated. In this unit students will
examine the way that the events industry works and the importance of the smooth running of events in ways
which minimise the risks and maximise the enjoyment for customers. 
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Events are expensive, with high expenditure over a short period of time; careful planning is essential, not just to
secure safety and provide a good customer experience, but also to reduce financial risk. Safety, security and
crowd management are key features of event planning. Safety of the event audience, staff and subcontractors is a
major concern. Students will develop an understanding of the methods used to eliminate risk and the services
provided by police, fire officers and first-aid staff. Event management is a demanding but exciting industry in
which to work, aiming to provide customers with a memorable experience. Students will have the opportunity
to discuss the skills required and get a clearer idea of the jobs available.

In this unit students will produce a proposal to meet a client brief which may be a small end-of-term party, a
reception, a garden party, a school fete, a charity fundraising activity or a themed dinner. The proposal will need
to cover essential criteria, such as a description of the event, numbers involved and costs that will be incurred.
Students will develop their ability to plan and monitor the timescales of the project and also to practise
contingency planning. Students will explore various issues such as access, staffing and facilities. As part of their
planning, students will consider the ways in which they can evaluate the success of the event, for example by
collecting feedback from customers and participants. The event will then be staged and its success reviewed.

This unit is assessed by project work which could include the production of:

• a booklet about the characteristics of different types of events in the hospitality industry.
• a poster showing different types of client brief.
• a presentation of an event plan.
• a written report reviewing the success of the staged event.

Having not encountered the discipline before, many students find the subject both refreshing and challenging.
The course combines classroom learning of relevant theory with a significant amount of practical skill
acquisition. The emphasis is far more on ‘learning by doing’ than is the case for A level courses. Students must
realise that while the majority of the course is not assessed by public exams, there will be regular deadlines for
submitting project work which will all count towards their overall grade.  Engagement with employers is a key
aspect of any BTEC course. This will include visits to local enterprises and a range of visiting speakers and
involvement with aspects of hospitality at Ampleforth, such as the tea room, and events.  

Hospitality can be studied alongside another BTEC qualification or with one or two A level courses. It would be
complemented by the Enterprise & Entrepreneurship BTEC for students looking to work in either of those
fields. Alternatively, it would go well with a broad range of A level courses from Business to Geography or a
Modern Foreign Language.

Around 95% of UK universities accept BTEC qualifications towards meeting their entry requirements, but this is
most likely to be the case where there is a good fit between the BTEC and the degree subject to be studied
and the learning and assessment styles. This means that a range of universities will welcome the qualification for
entry onto Hospitality or Event Management degree courses. A number of the Hospitality schools in
Switzerland will also accept this qualification. The employability skills gained through the qualification also mean
that students will be in a good position should they choose to progress onto higher/degree apprenticeship
courses or straight into employment.
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Art & Design B/6 in Art Others should consult Head of Art

Biology A/7 in Biology or AA/77 in Science 
and Additional Science recommended B/6 in Maths

Business B/5 in Maths and C/4 in English Language 

Chemistry A/7 in Chemistry or AA/77 in Science 
and Additional Science recommended B/6 in Maths

Christian Theology None specifically

Classics - Latin 6 in Latin

Classics - Greek 6 in Greek

Ancient History B/5 in English Language

Computer Science B/6 in Mathematics

Design & Technology 6 in D&T 

Drama & Theatre C/4 in English Language Willingness to perform in public

Economics B/ in Maths and English Language 

EAL Departmental assessment of need

English Literature B/6 in English Language

Geography C/4 in Geography recommended

History C/4 in History recommended

Mathematics A/7 in Maths

Further Mathematics A*/8 in Maths 

Modern Languages B/6 in the relevant language Willingness to travel abroad

Music B/6 in Music Grade 5 Theory; 
Grade 5 on one instrument

Physical Education GCSE PE recommended, but not essential B/6 in Sciences recommended

Physics A/7 in Physics or AA/77 in Science 
and Additional Science recommended B/6 in Maths

Politics C/4 in English Language
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Only one subject can be taken in an option block. Year 12 students usually choose four A level/BTEC subjects
including Christian Theology or four A level/BTEC subjects plus Core Christian Theology. All students must study
either A level Christian Theology (CT) or Core Christian Theology (CCT).

For a BTEC Extended Certificate (1 A level equivalent), choose ‘Part 1’ only.  For a BTEC Foundation Diploma or
90-Credit Diploma (1½ A level equivalent), choose both ‘Part 1’ and ‘Part 2’.

Chemistry Art Biology Ancient History EAL CCT
Economics Chemistry Business* Christian Theology Special courses
Geography Christian Theology Christian Theology English Literature
History D&T Computer Science Mathematics
Latin Economics French Physics
Mathematics English Literature Greek Politics
Politics Further Mathematics History Spanish 
Theatre Studies German Mathematics

History Physical Education 
Music

Enterprise & Countryside Hospitality Enterprise & 
Entrepreneurship (2) Management (1) Entrepreneurship (1)* 

Countryside 
Management (2)

* Students should not choose both A level Business and BTEC Enterprise & Entrepreneurship as this is a
combination which many universities will not accept.   
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