
 

Basil Hume Art 

Assessment   
Portfolio   Prospective Scholars should prepare a small portfolio containing  

 One 1-hour drawing in pencil from firsthand observation (i.e. not from 
a photograph)  
  A piece of work in any medium entitled ‘Home’  
 Six five-minute sketches of one small object in different positions or 
from different viewpoints (e.g. an apple core, a bunch of keys, a fir cone, a 
teacup, a bottle of ink, a scrumpled sock….) in ink, fine liner or biro  
 A piece of writing (between 200 and 300 words) about a piece of art, 
explaining: who it is by, when it was made, what medium it is, how it was 
made, why the candidate has chosen it, what they find interesting or 
attractive about it and how it might influence their own work. A 
reproduction of the artwork chosen must be included.  

Practical Exercise  Students will have an opportunity to demonstrate their artistic skills in 
a creative challenge conducted online.   

Interview   Candidates will be interviewed for around 15 minutes about their interests and 
aspirations using their portfolio as a starting point.   

Criteria   The ideal candidate for an Art Basil Hume award will demonstrate an ability to 
skilfully record their observations and ideas from life and imagination in any 
medium; an ability to think and form opinions about art, and creativity in their 
use of media and the development of their ideas  

  
Opportunities   
Scholars receives a pack of artists materials and there is a weekly Art Scholars session in which scholars: 

 learn new skills   
 develop new work, usually in response to a commission or exhibition  
 watch presentations  
 discuss the work of artists and designers  
 curate displays around the school  

 
This weekly session enables a scholar to build up an impressive portfolio of work beyond the 
curriculum, as well as to develop skills and expertise. During their career at Ampleforth, an Art Scholar 
should progress through the stages of our Ampleforth Master of Arts Awards (Bronze, Silver, Gold).  
 
Expectations  

 Art Basil Hume Scholars are ambassadors for the subject and are expected to throw themselves 
into the life of the Art Department.   

 All Art Scholars will be expected to maintain strong grades in the subject representing excellent 
performance and attitude to learning.  No significant disciplinary incidents are 
expected. Art scholars should maintain a portfolio of their projects, including extracurricular 
activities.  

 Y12 and Y13 Scholars can take part in any of the regular Art activities and will be 
encouraged to take a leadership role.  They will be invited to assist in any outreach 
events organised by the department.  They will be expected to contribute to the development of 
younger scholars.  

 Y11 Scholars are expected to attend the weekly Basil Hume sessions and act as a role model in 
their work.  

 Y9 and Y10 Art Scholars are expected to take part in one of the regular activities. The activities 
vary each year but often include Ceramics, Photography, Drawing, Printmaking.   


