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17th March 2020 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
Ninth update on Ampleforth College’s response to the Coronavirus (COVID-19)  
  
College closure on Wednesday 18th March 2020  
  
Following new advice issued by the Boarding School Association today, we are very sorry to tell you 
that we have had to change our plans and will now close tomorrow. Many other boarding schools are 
following suit.   
  
The new guidance relates to how boarding schools should treat a suspected case of COVID-19 and 
calls for measures that differ from our current contingency plans based on earlier Government advice.   
  
Effectively, if we were to have a suspected case of the virus, then an entire boarding house would be 
treated as a ‘household’ and would be placed into isolation until no child has any symptom of the 
virus. If this happened, it is likely this would mean students were in a prolonged lockdown for weeks or 
possibly even months. This poses an unacceptable risk to the students and the staff caring for them and 
would be extremely upsetting for everyone involved.   
  
In these circumstances and putting our community’s interests at the forefront of our decision making, 
we have decided that we have no option but to close for Easter as soon as practically possible.  
  
Parents may pick up children from 9.30am tomorrow (Wednesday 18th March). We are bringing 
forward escorted school travel on private transport to 10am tomorrow with stops at Peterborough 
services, London Kings Cross, Newcastle station, Berwick services and Edinburgh. If you have 
requested this, please confirm that you still wish to use this service with your child’s Houseparent as 
soon as possible.   
  
As explained in our update yesterday, academic work will be set remotely from Thursday 
morning. Overseas students who have gone home early are accessing learning this way already. John 
Devitt will continue to update you on remote learning until we are in a position to reopen the College.   
  
This is a worrying time for all of us and in this fast-moving situation we are having to 
make quick decisions for the benefit of your daughters and sons.  
  
Best wishes  
  
Robin  
 
Robin Dyer 
Head 
Ampleforth College  


