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16th March 2020 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
Eighth update on Ampleforth College’s response to the Coronavirus (COVID-19) 
 
Following the Government’s latest advice on coronavirus measures today, we have decided to close the 
College on Friday. Although schools have not been required to close yet, travel restrictions and 
guidance on social contact are becoming increasingly stringent which affects our ability to provide safe 
and effective education in a boarding environment.  
 
Lessons this term will continue until 12.35pm on Friday. Please come to collect your child from 1pm. If 
this is not possible, we will still be open until 12 noon on Saturday. Private, escorted transport services 
will be running on Friday to Peterborough, London, Berwick, Edinburgh, and Newcastle if needed. 
This will be on coaches, minibuses or taxis to avoid public transport. Our Travel Manager, Suzie Boam, 
will be in touch with you tomorrow with further details.  
 
Academic work will be set by teachers for the normal lessons that would be running on the remaining 
days of term via our remote learning systems. Our overseas students, who have gone home early for 
Easter to avoid flight restrictions, are accessing learning this way already.  
 
John Devitt, Deputy Head Academic, has provided an explanation of how remote learning works 
which can be found here. Any questions about this should be directed to him at 
john.devitt@ampleforth.org.uk. For pupils at SMA bespoke arrangements are in place. For any 
questions about this please contact David Moses at david.moses@ampleforth.org.uk.   
 
Students’ preparation for examinations should continue as normal. Ofqual has not announced 
alternative arrangements if scheduled GCSE and A levels are postponed or cancelled. Should the 
situation change, we will inform relevant parents and students as quickly as possible. Meanwhile, we 
advise caution in making holiday plans before the end of July for those taking public exams.   
 
The overriding objective is to ensure as far as we can the health and progress of your daughters and 
sons.  
 
Best wishes, 
 
Robin 
 
Robin Dyer 
Head 
Ampleforth College  
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