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12th March 2020 

 
Dear Parents, 
 
Seventh update on Ampleforth College’s response to the Coronavirus (COVID-19) 
 
Following the latest official update on Coronavirus, we are taking further actions to protect our community and 
to help parents make plans. We have decided to adopt a policy of carrying on with only the essential educational 
aspects of school life for the last two weeks of term. This way, we think we stand the best chance of reaching the 
Easter holidays with minimum disruption. Our priority is to maintain the health and wellbeing of our students 
and enable them to learn. 
 
In practice, this means that we are postponing or cancelling any non-essential events and trips that involve large 
gatherings or unnecessary contact with those outside our community. These include: 
 
- most sports fixtures with other schools, theatre trips, and social events outside our grounds 
- Higher Education Conference (13th March) 
- Year 12 Parents’ Day (14th March) 
- Spring Orchestral Concert (15th March) – only open to students and staff. Possible live screening 
- spectators attending the U18 Schools Cup rugby final at Allianz Park (17th March) 
- Schola concert (21st March) 
 
If you are planning to come and see your child this weekend, we are happy for you to do so as these are 
individuals visiting rather than a mass gathering. If you are taking your child out, we would ask that you don’t 
take any of their friends too. Please let your child’s Housemaster or Housemistress know in advance of your 
arrival so that we are aware of who is visiting. Please also ensure that you have followed the advice on our 
website at www.ampleforth.org.uk/college/coronavirus   
 
Following Public Health England’s latest advice that people should self-isolate for 7 days if they have a high 
temperature or a new continuous cough, we will be asking parents to collect any students who show these 
symptoms at the earliest possible time.  
 
Overseas travel 
Given that some countries are imposing increasingly stringent restrictions on entry and exit, overseas parents 
may wish to take their child/children home early for the Easter holidays in case they become stranded.  Please be 
in touch with the appropriate house parent if you wish to discuss this. For students in Years 11 and 13, please be 
aware that there may well be an impact on their examinations, for example, the GCSE Art examination is next 
week.  
 
If your son or daughter is planning to leave the UK over Easter, please do consider carefully the impact on their 
schooling should they either not be able to leave wherever they are for Easter or be able to re-enter the UK. 
Some alternative options can be found below: 
 
PGL Adventure Holidays 
A range of different holidays lasting between three and seven days  
 
Stonar School 

http://www.ampleforth.org.uk/college/coronavirus
https://www.pgl.co.uk/en-gb/adventure-holidays/holidays?ages=13-16%2c13-17
https://www.stonarschool.com/short-courses/easter-english-plus-an-activity
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Easter English plus an activity 4th April – 18th April 2020  
 
Tring Park School for the Performing Arts 
Easter Dance Course 14th April – 18th April 2020  
 
Mount Kelly Easter Swim School 
5th April – 10th April 2020  
 
Earlscliffe Summer Boarding Courses 
English language and activity programme 4th April – 17th April 2020 (one or two weeks) 
 
Public examinations 
We are in close contact with the Examination Boards about arrangements should the public examination season 
be disrupted. No detailed arrangements have been announced yet, but a rescheduling of exam dates may form 
part of the mitigation plan. We would therefore advise caution in making holiday plans before the end of July for 
those taking public examinations. As soon as any concrete decisions have been made we will inform you.  
 
Summer term plans 
Finally, we have been advised not to make any major plans for the summer term. Discussions about Exhibition 
(22nd-23rd May) are already well underway so we will be sending out our usual letter with the key details shortly, 
but please be aware that this may change. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Hannah  
 
Hannah Pomroy 
Deputy Head  

 
 
 

https://www.tringpark.com/associated-courses/easter-dance-course
https://www.mountkelly.com/swim-centre/courses/swim-school
https://summer.earlscliffe.co.uk/media/sites/2/2019/08/EC-Summer-and-Easter-brochure-2020.pdf

