
St Laurence Education Trust is a Company Limited by Guarantee no. 3415320 and is a Registered Charity no. 1063808  

 Registered Office: The Procurator’s Office, Ampleforth Abbey & College, York, YO62 4EY  

 

 
 

3rd March 2020  

Dear Parents, 

Fourth update on Ampleforth College’s response to the Coronavirus (COVID-19) 

Following my earlier emails, I am writing to let you know what further measures Ampleforth College 
and Abbey are taking to try to protect our community and visitors from Coronavirus (COVID-19). 
This information is being shared with everyone in our community and with all our visitors. 

I would like to reassure you that there are no cases of COVID-19 recorded at the College or within our 
wider community. Five students went home after half-term for self-imposed isolation after holidays in 
Italy. Nobody in their families is currently reporting any symptoms. 

Ampleforth is committed to the health, safety and wellbeing of everyone in our community and we ask 
for the support of all those who visit us to minimise the risk of bringing in COVID-19. With this in 
mind, and in line with guidance from Public Health England and the Boarding Schools’ Association, 
please refrain from visiting the College for any reason if you fall within any of the following categories: 

1. returned in the past 14 days, regardless of whether you have any symptoms of COVID-19, from the 
following places: 

• Northern Italian towns under containment measures - Bertonico, Casalpusterlengo, Castelgrundo, 
Castiglione D’Adda, Codogno, Fombio, Maleo, San Fiorano, Somaglia and Terranova dei Passerini in 
the Lombardy Region and Vo in the Veneto Region of Italy, 

• mainland China 
• Iran 
• Daegu or Cheongdo in the Republic of Korea 

 2. returned from the following places and have developed the symptoms of COVID-19 (a fever, cough 
or shortness of breath); 

• Northern Italy - defined by a line above, and not including, Pisa, Florence and Rimini 
• Hong Kong 
• Macau 
• Singapore 
• Japan 
• Taiwan 
• Malaysia 
• Thailand 
• Republic of Korea 
• Vietnam 
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• Cambodia 
• Laos 
• Myanmar 

  
If you are due to visit the College and are currently not affected by the guidance above, please check 
Public Health England guidance immediately prior to your visit. 

We are closely following the advice and updates from Public Health England and are constantly 
monitoring the situation. Over the rest of term, we have a number of events and trips planned. Based 
on the current official advice, these will be going ahead but with additional precautionary measures in 
place. 

Meanwhile, we have implemented a more stringent cleaning programme around the College, set up 
hand sanitiser points, put up posters with guidance on preventative behaviour, and are sharing good 
practice with students and staff. 

As this is a fast-moving situation and will inevitably change over the next few days and months, we are 
setting up a page on our website dedicated to keeping you informed about the measures we are taking 
and to try and answer any questions you have. We will inform you when this is live and will provide a 
link. 

We have been working on our response in the event of more severe travel restrictions being imposed 
and on possibilities for alternative provision for students needing to remain in the country during the 
Easter holiday rather than return home. House staff will be asking students about their plans for the 
holidays and we will contact families if we have any concerns. 

Thank you to those of you who have already changed your plans as a result of our response to this 
virus and to all of you for your understanding of our position. 

Best wishes, 
 
Hannah Pomroy 
Deputy Head 
 

 
Government has launched a Coronavirus helpline to answer questions about COVID-19 related to 
education.  Staff, parents and young people can contact the helpline as follows:  
 
Phone: 0800 046 8687 Email: DfE.coronavirushelpline@education.gov.uk  
Opening hours: 8am to 6pm (Monday to Friday)  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-specified-countries-and-areas/covid-19-specified-countries-and-areas-with-implications-for-returning-travellers-or-visitors-arriving-in-the-uk
mailto:DfE.coronavirushelpline@education.gov.uk

