
Home Retreat Scripture Readings  

Out of the ground the LORD God made to grow every tree that is pleasant to the 
sight and good for food, the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of 
the knowledge of good and evil. (Gen 2:9 NRS)                                                                                                                             

So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to 
the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit 
and ate; and she also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate. 
(Gen 3:6 NRS)  

They heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden at the time of the 
evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the 
LORD God among the trees of the garden. (Gen 3:8 NRS)  

He cried out to the LORD; and the LORD showed him a piece of wood; he threw it 
into the water, and the water became sweet.  (Exo 15:25 NRS)  
 
On the first day you shall take the fruit of majestic trees, branches of palm trees, 
boughs of leafy trees, and willows of the brook; and you shall rejoice before the 
LORD your God for seven days. (Lev 23:40 NRS)  
 
a land of wheat and barley, of vines and fig trees and pomegranates, a land of olive 
trees and honey, (Deu 8:8 NRS)  
 
You must demolish completely all the places where the nations whom you are about 
to dispossess served their gods, on the mountain heights, on the hills, and under 
every leafy tree.  3 Break down their altars, smash their pillars, burn their sacred 
poles with fire, and hew down the idols of their gods, and thus blot out their name 
from their places.  (Deu 12:2-3 NRS)  
 
You shall not plant any tree as a sacred pole beside the altar that you make for the 
LORD your God; (Deu 16:21 NRS)  
 
She used to sit under the palm of Deborah between Ramah and Bethel in the hill 
country of Ephraim; and the Israelites came up to her for judgment. (Jdg 4:5 NRS)  
 
The trees once went out to anoint a king over themselves. So they said to the olive 
tree, 'Reign over us.'  9 The olive tree answered them, 'Shall I stop producing my rich 
oil by which gods and mortals are honored, and go to sway over the trees?' 10 Then 
the trees said to the fig tree, 'You come and reign over us.' 11 But the fig tree 
answered them, 'Shall I stop producing my sweetness and my delicious fruit, and go 
to sway over the trees?' 12 Then the trees said to the vine, 'You come and reign over 
us.'  13 But the vine said to them, 'Shall I stop producing my wine that cheers gods 
and mortals, and go to sway over the trees?' 14 So all the trees said to the bramble, 
'You come and reign over us.' 15 And the bramble said to the trees, 'If in good faith 
you are anointing me king over you, then come and take refuge in my shade; but if 
not, let fire come out of the bramble and devour the cedars of Lebanon.' (Jdg 9:8-15)  
 
He would speak of trees, from the cedar that is in the Lebanon to the hyssop that 
grows in the wall; (1Ki 4:33 NRS)  



 
But he himself went a day's journey into the wilderness, and came and sat down 
under a solitary broom tree. He asked that he might die: "It is enough; now, O LORD, 
take away my life, for I am no better than my ancestors." 5 Then he lay down under 
the broom tree and fell asleep. Suddenly an angel touched him and said to him, "Get 
up and eat." (1Ki 19:4-5 NRS)  
 
Then shall the trees of the forest sing for joy before the LORD, for he comes to judge 
the earth. (1Ch 16:33 NRS) 
 
And they found it written in the law, which the LORD had commanded by Moses, that 
the people of Israel should live in booths during the festival of the seventh month,  15 
and that they should publish and proclaim in all their towns and in Jerusalem as 
follows, "Go out to the hills and bring branches of olive, wild olive, myrtle, palm, and 
other leafy trees to make booths, as it is written." 16 So the people went out and 
brought them, and made booths for themselves, each on the roofs of their houses 
(Neh 8:14-16 NRS) 
 
 "For there is hope for a tree, if it is cut down, that it will sprout again, and that its 
shoots will not cease.  8 Though its root grows old in the earth, and its stump dies in 
the ground, 9 yet at the scent of water it will bud and put forth branches like a young 
plant. 10 But mortals die, and are laid low; humans expire, and where are they?(Job 
14:7-11 NRS) 
 
 10 He breaks me down on every side, and I am gone, he has uprooted my hope like 
a tree. (Job 19:10)  
 
They are like trees planted by streams of water, which yield their fruit in its season, 
and their leaves do not wither. In all that they do, they prosper. (Psa 1:3 NRS)  
I have seen the wicked oppressing, and towering like a cedar of Lebanon. 36 Again I 
passed by, and they were no more; though I sought them, they could not be found. 
(Psa 37:35-36 NRS)  

 

8 But I am like a green olive tree in the house of God. I trust in the steadfast love of 
God forever and ever. (Psa 52:8 NRS)  
 
The righteous flourish like the palm tree, and grow like a cedar in Lebanon.  13 They 
are planted in the house of the LORD; they flourish in the courts of our God. 14 In old 
age they still produce fruit; they are always green and full of sap, (Psa 92:12-14)  
 
The trees of the LORD are watered abundantly, the cedars of Lebanon that he 
planted. 17 In them the birds build their nests; the stork has its home in the fir trees. 
(Psa 104:16-17 NRS)  
 
Praise the LORD from the earth…fruit trees and all cedars! (Psa 148:7-9 NRS)  
She is a tree of life to those who lay hold of her; those who hold her fast are called 
happy. (Pro 3:18 NRS)  
 
The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life, but violence takes lives away. (Pro 11:30)  
 



Hope deferred makes the heart sick, but a desire fulfilled is a tree of life. (Pro 13:12)  
A gentle tongue is a tree of life, but perverseness in it breaks the spirit. (Pro 15:4)  
 
The fig tree puts forth its figs, and the vines are in blossom; they give forth fragrance. 
Arise, my love, my fair one, and come away. (Sol 2:13 NRS)  
 
You are stately as a palm tree (Sol 7:7 NRS)  
 
When the house of David heard that Aram had allied itself with Ephraim, the heart of 
Ahaz and the heart of his people shook as the trees of the forest shake before the 
wind. (Isa 7:2 NRS)  
 
He cuts down cedars or chooses a holm tree or an oak and lets it grow strong 
among the trees of the forest. He plants a cedar and the rain nourishes it …No one 
considers, nor is there knowledge or discernment to say, "Half of it I burned in the 
fire; I also baked bread on its coals, I roasted meat and have eaten. Now shall I 
make the rest of it an abomination? Shall I fall down before a block of wood?" (Isa 
44:19 NRS)  
 
Sing, O heavens, for the LORD has done it; shout, O depths of the earth; break forth 
into singing, O mountains, O forest, and every tree in it! For the LORD has 
redeemed Jacob, and will be glorified in Israel. (Isa 44:23 NRS)  
 
For you shall go out in joy, and be led back in peace; the mountains and the hills 
before you shall burst into song, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 
(Isa 55:12 NRS) and do not let the eunuch say, "I am just a dry tree." (Isa 56:3 NRS)  
 
for like the days of a tree shall the days of my people be, and my chosen shall long 
enjoy the work of their hands. (Isa 65:22 NRS)  
 
As a thief is shamed when caught, so the house of Israel shall be shamed-- they, 
their kings, their officials, their priests, and their prophets,  27 who say to a tree, "You 
are my father,"  (Jer 2:26-27)  
 
Blessed are those who trust in the LORD, whose trust is the LORD.  8 They shall be 
like a tree planted by water, sending out its roots by the stream. It shall not fear when 
heat comes, and its leaves shall stay green; in the year of drought it is not anxious, 
and it does not cease to bear fruit. (Jer 17:7-8)  
 
Thus says the Lord GOD: I myself will take a sprig from the lofty top of a cedar; I will 
set it out. I will break off a tender one from the topmost of its young twigs; I myself 
will plant it on a high and lofty mountain. 23 On the mountain height of Israel I will 
plant it, in order that it may produce boughs and bear fruit, and become a noble 
cedar. Under it every kind of bird will live; in the shade of its branches will nest 
winged creatures of every kind. 24 All the trees of the field shall know that I am the 
LORD. I bring low the high tree, I make high the low tree; I dry up the green tree and 
make the dry tree flourish. (Eze 17:22-24 NRS)  
 
Consider Assyria, a cedar of Lebanon, with fair branches and forest shade, and of 
great height, its top among the clouds. 4 The waters nourished it, the deep made it 



grow tall, making its rivers flow around the place it was planted, sending forth its 
streams to all the trees of the field. 5 So it towered high above all the trees of the 
field; its boughs grew large and its branches long, from abundant water in its shoots. 
6 All the birds of the air made their nests in its boughs; under its branches all the 
animals of the field gave birth to their young; and in its shade all great nations lived. 7 
It was beautiful in its greatness, in the length of its branches; for its roots went down 
to abundant water. 8 The cedars in the garden of God could not rival it, nor the fir 
trees equal its boughs; the plane trees were as nothing compared with its branches; 
no tree in the garden of God was like it in beauty. 9 I made it beautiful with its mass 
of branches, the envy of all the trees of Eden that were in the garden of God. 10 
Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: Because it towered high and set its top among 
the clouds, and its heart was proud of its height, 11 I gave it into the hand of the 
prince of the nations; he has dealt with it as its wickedness deserves. I have cast it 
out. 12 Foreigners from the most terrible of the nations have cut it down and left it. On 
the mountains and in all the valleys its branches have fallen, and its boughs lie 
broken in all the watercourses of the land; and all the peoples of the earth went away 
from its shade and left it. 13 On its fallen trunk settle all the birds of the air, and 
among its boughs lodge all the wild animals. 14 All this is in order that no trees by the 
waters may grow to lofty height or set their tops among the clouds, and that no trees 
that drink water may reach up to them in height. For all of them are handed over to 
death, to the world below; along with all mortals, with those who go down to the Pit. 
(Eze 31:3-14 NRS) 
 
On the banks, on both sides of the river, there will grow all kinds of trees for food. 
Their leaves will not wither nor their fruit fail, but they will bear fresh fruit every 
month, because the water for them flows from the sanctuary. Their fruit will be for 
food, and their leaves for healing." (Eze 47:12 NRS)  
 
Hear the dream that I saw; tell me its interpretation. 10 Upon my bed this is what I 
saw; there was a tree at the center of the earth, and its height was great. 11 The tree 
grew great and strong, its top reached to heaven, and it was visible to the ends of 
the whole earth. 12 Its foliage was beautiful, its fruit abundant, and it provided food for 
all. The animals of the field found shade under it, the birds of the air nested in its 
branches, and from it all living beings were fed. 13 "I continued looking, in the visions 
of my head as I lay in bed, and there was a holy watcher, coming down from heaven. 
 14 He cried aloud and said: 'Cut down the tree and chop off its branches, strip off its 
foliage and scatter its fruit. Let the animals flee from beneath it and the birds from its 
branches. 15 But leave its stump and roots in the ground, with a band of iron and 
bronze, in the tender grass of the field. Let him be bathed with the dew of heaven, 
and let his lot be with the animals of the field in the grass of the earth. (Dan 4:9-15)  
 
His shoots shall spread out; his beauty shall be like the olive tree, and his fragrance 
like that of Lebanon. (Hos 14:6 NRS)  
 
The vine withers, the fig tree droops. Pomegranate, palm, and apple-- all the trees of 
the field are dried up; surely, joy withers away among the people (Joe 1:12 NRS)  
 
but they shall all sit under their own vines and under their own fig trees, and no one 
shall make them afraid; for the mouth of the LORD of hosts has spoken. (Mic 4:4)  
 



Though the fig tree does not blossom, and no fruit is on the vines; though the 
produce of the olive fails, and the fields yield no food; though the flock is cut off from 
the fold, and there is no herd in the stalls, 18 yet I will rejoice in the LORD; I will exult 
in the God of my salvation. (Hab 3:17-18 NRS)  
 
Open your doors, O Lebanon, so that fire may devour your cedars! 2 Wail, O 
cypress, for the cedar has fallen, for the glorious trees are ruined! Wail, oaks of 
Bashan, for the thick forest has been felled! (Zec 11:1-2 NRS)  
 
Even now the axe is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not 
bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. (Mat 3:10 NRS)  
 
In the same way, every good tree bears good fruit, but the bad tree bears bad fruit. 
(Mat 7:17 NRS) 
 
 it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs 
and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its 
branches." (Mat 13:32 NRS)  
 
And seeing a fig tree by the side of the road, he went to it and found nothing at all on 
it but leaves. Then he said to it, "May no fruit ever come from you again!" And the fig 
tree withered at once. (Mat 21:19 NRS)  
 
"From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts 
forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. (Mat 24:32 NRS)  
 
Then he told this parable: "A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came 
looking for fruit on it and found none. 7 So he said to the gardener, 'See here! For 
three years I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still I find none. Cut it 
down! Why should it be wasting the soil?' 8 He replied, 'Sir, let it alone for one more 
year, until I dig around it and put manure on it. 9 If it bears fruit next year, well and 
good; but if not, you can cut it down.'" (Luk 13:6-9 NRS)  
 
So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore tree to see him, because he was going to 
pass that way. (Luk 19:4 NRS)  
 
Nathanael asked him, "Where did you get to know me?" Jesus answered, "I saw you 
under the fig tree before Philip called you." (Joh 1:48 NRS)  
 
Let anyone who has an ear listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches. To 
everyone who conquers, I will give permission to eat from the tree of life that is in the 
paradise of God. (Rev 2:7 NRS)  
 
through the middle of the street of the city. On either side of the river is the tree of life 
with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit each month; and the leaves of the tree 
are for the healing of the nations. (Rev 22:2 NRS) 


